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the lines were on the ground, but as he steps
over the wires, he becomes shocked. Other
responders on scene then had a major med-
ical emergency on their hands.

If one of your crewmembers becomes
electrocuted by live and/or downed wires,
first, shut down the power and dislodge the
person from the source. But remember, this is
a dangerous process because of the potential
for the rescuer to also become a victim, so it
must be handled appropriately. Next, assess
the victim'’s airway, breathing and circulation
and begin CPR and defibrillation if needed.
Don’t forget: If EMS hasn't already been noti-
fied, instruct someone to do so and provide
as much information as you can (number of
victims, level of consciousness, pulse and
breathing information, etc.). Lastly, provide
emergency medical care until trained profes-
sionals arrive.

Should you ever find yourself inside a
vehicle that has a downed power line draped
over it, stay inside the vehicle. Do not exit
until the power company arrives and advises
you its OK to do so. If trapped mside a vehicle

thal’s on fire and has a line draped across it,
without hanging on to the vehicle, jump
away from it.

Conclusion
Firefighting near power lines is just one
aspect of our job, but it's clearly one of the
most dangerous. To ensure your safety and
the safety of your crew, always remember
these key points:

* Watch out for any power lines at or
near an incident;

» If lines are affected by the incident, call
the power company ahead of time, if
possible;

* Communicate the precise location of
all power lines and mark their loca-
tions on maps; and

* Avoid establishing escape routes, safety
zones, command posts or staging areas
under or near power lines.

Gene Madden is an SOFI, an IOFI and an
MEDL. E-mail him at gmsofl@comcast.net.
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Analysis Overhaul

Redefining decision-support tools
By Josh McDanjel

he Wildland Fire Situation Analysis

(WFSA) is the primary decision-support
tool for line officers in fire management.
However, in an increasingly complex fire
management environment, the WFSA
process has not kept up with the times, and
for many, has become little more than neces-
sary paperwork.

What's a WFDSS?

A new project organized by researchers from
the Rocky Mountain Research Station is
under way to quickly re-engineer—and even-
tually completely replace—the WFSA and
Wildland Fire Implementation Plan (WFIP)
processes. The goal of the Wildland Fire
Decision Support System (WFDSS) is to
bring decision support up to speed with
technological developments in fire behavior
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