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· The 2012 fire season has proven to be challenging in its severity and fire conditions, but it is more consistent with the past decade than it is an anomaly.  Since 2002, with only a couple of exceptions, fire seasons have tended to be more active, with larger acreages burned and more severe conditions than any other decade since accurate records were first kept in 1960.
· Quantifying fire season severity, and comparing one year with another, depends entirely on context and what is measured; whether it is the number of fires, acres burned, length of season, homes and structures lost, team mobilizations, or fire-related fatalities.  For most in the firefighting community, the number of fatalities is the most critical measure of a fire season’s severity.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]To date in 2012, well more than half way through the Western fire season, there have been 12 firefighter or fire-related fatalities.  That surpasses the number of fatalities in all of 2011 but is well below the 10-year average of 18.  In the period between 2002 and 2011, fatalities peaked in 2003 at 30, and there were 25 in 2008; 24 in 2006; 23 in 2002 and 20 in 2004.
· The number of acres burned is a less a measure of individual fire season severity as it is a long-term indicator of fire conditions, fire growth and trends on the landscape.  To date, just over 7 million acres have burned in 2012.  In the 10 years since 2002, the 7 million-acre mark has been surpassed seven times, reaching a peak in 2006 of 9.88 million acres for the year.  In the 10 years prior to 2002 (1992-2001), only one year saw 7 million acres or more burn; and six years in that period saw fewer than 3 million acres burned. 
· Structure losses may be another measure of fire season severity and for the 346 homeowners who lost their homes to Colorado’s Waldo Canyon fire alone, 2012 is arguably the worst fire season ever.   To date in 2012, with likely two months remaining in the fire season, 1,859 homes have been consumed by wildfire, well below the yearly average losses of 2,600 homes.  By comparison, a single fire in 1991 in the hills of Oakland, California burned more than 3,000 homes.
· Another potential method of assessing fire season severity is in considering the number of resources mobilized to respond; particularly in incident management teams, which are deployed for the more complex, longer-duration fires.  To date in 2012, Type 1 teams – the most highly trained and experienced teams – have been mobilized 33 times.  This is well below other “severe” fire seasons, including 76 mobilizations in 2006 and 85 mobilizations in 2002.
· 2012 has been and continues to be a challenging, active and severe fire season with more than 19,000 people assigned to fire incidents at the peak in early August.  It is even shaping up to finish out as overall among the more severe seasons historically but is consistent with the trends since 2000.  
So if the question arises: Is this the worst fire season in history or even recent memory?  The answer is ‘no,’ not by any of the conventional measures used to judge the severity of a season.”

