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Welcome/Introductions
Dalan opened meeting.
 Introductions made around the room.

Ongoing Aircraft Evaluations
Pilatus PC12 Evaluation.
Evaluation planned for week of Dec 10, 2008 in Boise, Redding identified as alternate if needed.  A presentation was given of the aircraft and potential issues by Ben Hinkle and Mel Tenneson.  Possible issues identified were: door size, flap proximity to door/jumper, door not being at floor height, and mounts for cameras.  Decision made that even though Dalan is stepping down as SASEB chairman he would remain in the role of chairman for  the evaluation.
Dash 8 Evaluations
The Dash 8 evaluation stalled out, unsure if it will be resurrected.   Blue ribbon Panels decisions will play large role in determining which aircraft the Forest Service will pursue.   Discussion at this point turned to the proper process for evaluating Aircraft.  After experience with setting up the PC12 evaluation, it was felt that the aircraft being evaluated should be configured for testing and all issues worked out, then a date picked to carry out the evaluation.  It was also decided to clarify the process of SASEB recommending an aircraft for evaluation, then MTDC proceeding with the evaluation.  In addition, due to past experiences it was also decided that the individual designated as the test director should be a regular government employee.  Ben Hinkle and John Kovalicky volunteered to rewrite the the evaluation process.
Casa 235 Evaluation
Flight evaluation conducted 3 years ago, and a final report has not been provided by the test director, George Jackson.   Due to the amount of time that has passed, the board felt any data would be suspect.  Motion made  and passed unanimously for a letter to be sent to NIAC from the SASEB Chairman requesting a final report be provided, or consider the report incomplete and the evaluation complete.  Also John Kovalicky will track down the data that MTDC has on the 235 evaluation.
Aircraft with potential   
Kodiak from Quest Aircraft Company from Sand Point, ID. (NCSB request)
NCSB brought up the Kodiak for discussion.  4 of the aircraft are going to USFWS.  Group felt that, while the aircraft has good performance it is probably not a good candidate for being a jumpship at this time due to how few there are in existence, its lack of an acceptable door, and it being a single engine.  The aircraft is worth keeping track of.

Model “B” Sherpa (Sannella/Barrett)

Military is moving to C-27s (mini hercs) Ron Barrett expressed the FS desire to upgrade their Sherpas to the newer model that the military will be surplusing.   Question of certification was raised.  Blue Ribbon Panel and future fleet plans again was raised as an issue.  Ron will be looking at how to get on a list of agency’s interested in acquiring the Sherpas.  Topic shelved for now.

Accessories
Minimum door size specifications (Group discussion)
The current acceptable door size is being debated due to the PC12 in-flight pressurized door meeting current minimums, but appearing to be on the small side.  Point made to key in on the functionality of the door during the PC12 evaluations.  This will be discussed again after the evaluation.
Dornier D0-228 door guard-update  (Kubichek)

Alaska and Boise worked with Fabriform to develop a new protective coating for the Dornier Door guard (part #).  A Polyurethane coating of a minimum thickness of 3/8” thickness and chemically bonded to the aluminum frame was applied to the door guard frame using an injection molding process.  In July 2007  4 test drops using FS12 parachutes, and the same static line for each drop were made.  After the successful test drops the door guard was placed in service for the remainder of the season on a test basis.  No problems were observed.  John Kovalicky would like to further test the door guard during refresher jumps in MSO during the spring of 2008 before granting a final approval.  BLM will continue using the modified door guard.
Aluminum step for BLM Twin Otter-update (MTDC to redesign)

Boise would like to have an aluminum step designed for the Twin Otter.  Dick Karsky an engineer at MTDC has the ability to make the drawings, and manufacture the step.  John Kovalicky will check with Mr. Karsky on the feasibility of completing the project.
Simula seats future-Maintenance, replacement, STC's etc.-update (Hinkle/Wilson)

It has been identified that the smokejumper community’s current batch of Simula seats needs replacing, or major maintenance.  At the previous SASEB meeting Pat Wilson had agreed to look into possible replacement options for the Simula seats.  That did not happen.  SASEB would like MTDC to look into options for replacing Simula seats.  John Kovalicky explained the process for getting a project funded and assigned to MTDC.  The First step in the process is for the Base Managers to formally request the project take place.  The Group unanimously supported forwarding a document to the base managers asking for them to request the project.  John will take forward to the Base Managers.
Casa door boot update (MTDC)

Alaska would like the door guard that is on the Casa to extend clear across the bottom of the door sill to eliminate the possibility of a jumper performing a seated exit snagging part of their harness.  In addition Alaska would prefer that the portion of the door guard extending up the aft door jamb be extended as high as possible.  Currently during stand up exits a jumper’s static line initially contacts the aft door jamb above the door boot then has to ride over the lip of the door boot.
In-flight ventral door modification for the Sherpa's
FS has a desire to install in-flight tailgates on their Sherpa Aircraft.  This modification reduces the aircrafts weight, and moves the center of gravity forward.  Alaska contracted and used a shorts 330 (Sherpa) with an in-flight tailgate in the mid 90’s and found it to be a good smokejumper/paracargo platform.  Board agreed that Aircraft was previously approved and FS could proceed with the modification if they wished.

Produce a document for proper use of aircraft accessories. (Group)

Issue of proper inspection of aircraft accessories was raised.  Concern is that many accessories are routinely removed and reinstalled in smokejumper aircraft and that a document detailing proper installation and inspection would be useful.  Discussion that ensued came to the conclusion that there were already drawings detailing installation of  all STC’d items, and that it was the pilots responsibility to inspect all installations.  Any issues would be between pilots and maintenance.
Membership
nclude Ron Barrett, Forest Service

Ron Barrett replaced Gordon Harris.  Board would like to include the MTDC member (currently an advisory member) as a full voting member.  This needs formalized by amending the Charter.

Selection of new SASEB chairman 

Dalan Romero is stepping down as SASEB chairman, due to a job change.  The Group expressed thanks to Dalan for his years of service.  Joe Bussard motioned that Ron Barrett become Chairman, and it was quickly seconded and then passed, Ron accepted.  Ron Barrett New SASEB Chairman.  This leaves a vacant FS position on the Board.
