SASEB Meeting Notes
December 1, 2009
NIFC, Boise, ID


In Attendance:
Ron Barrett – Chairman, USFS, Redmond
Ben Hinkle - Board Member, BLM, Boise
Mel Tenneson – Board Member, BLM, Boise
Earl Palmer – Board Member, AMD, Boise
Ken Wabaunsee – Board Member, USFS, Missoula
Joe Sannella – Board Member, USFS, Missoula
John Kovalicky – Board Advisor, USFS, MTDC
Tom Kubichek – Guest, BLM, Alaska
Pam Douglas – Guest, BLM, Boise
Eric Shilling – Scribe, USFS, Redmond
Missing:  Dave Parsons, Board Member, AMD, Boise
Introductions:
Ron Barrett called the meeting to order and started with introductions.
Earl Palmer is a new representative from AMD and is replacing Bud Walters.
No one was available from the Washington Office to give a “state of union address” (they were all in Tucson attending another meeting).
Ron summarized last year’s meeting for the benefit of the new members.
SASEB Records:
Guest Pam Douglas made a presentation outlining the proper procedures for keeping official records.
Pam is a BLM records administrator, and deals with Interagency FOIA and Privacy Act issues.
Pam said she is ready to help, just call her and she will point you in the right direction. (Erin Maskalick is her assistant.)
The National Archives guidelines are what we use. We take general “records schedules” from the National Archives and put them into our agency specific records schedules.
Pam distributed a handout titled:  “Aviation Records – December 2009”
Ben asked about the SASEB historical records:  The question is “what schedule do we follow?”
There is a place here (at NIFC) where we can store them – in a locked room in the basement near Pam’s office.
Pam agreed that having the records scanned and stored electronically is good for access purposes.
The Board needs an MOU that documents that all members agree to a schedule, then the records can be stored with Pam.
Ben will work out the details and work with Pam to store the records with the NWCG records.
If they run out of space, they will have to send them to the Records Center in Seattle.
This is not likely in the next 5 years, and Pam would certainly notify SASEB if that issue came up.
Even though we will keep them forever, there still needs to be a schedule.
Permanent records are intended to last forever, i.e. Watergate, The US Constitution, etc.
If SASEB records are deemed permanent, then they belong in the National Archives, so we don’t want them to be titled “permanent” for this reason.
Duplicates are not necessary.
Ben Hinkle made a motion that Mel Tenneson be tasked with the records action with help from Earl Palmer, John Stright and Ken Wabaunsee.
Seconded by Mel Tenneson
Approved – Due Feb 2010
This action should probably take about ½ a day to complete.
Ben Hinkle asked for an MOU to be created for the money ($4,000) for scanning the records to be shared between the agencies.
Ben Hinkle made a motion for an MOU to share the costs of scanning the SASEB records.
Seconded by Mel Tenneson
Approved (need due date)

Chairman Position:
Ben Hinkle proposed that Ron Barrett’s Chairmanship be extended for another year.
The Board agreed and Ron will serve another year pending approval from NIAC.
Charter Revision:
Ron Barrett asked Mel Tenneson for an update on the Charter revision process.
Mel put the old words back in (regarding cargo only for BLM) and sent it out. All agreed it was OK.
Ron Barrett will finalize the wording and get the final draft to Suzie Bates for her signature.
CN 235 Evaluation:
Ben Hinkle asked who the keeper of the evaluation plan is. 
John Kovalicky answered that MTDC is the keeper of the evaluation plan.
How do we edit the plan?
One safety concern with the CN 235 is that there were some static line/d-bag issues with the tail gate deployments.
There were some minor issues with the platform, but overall the board agrees that it passed the evaluation, but there is no official report to establish that.
Tom Kubicheck suggested that “purpose built” is hard to define.
Tom proposed that a sponsor could present existing data and let the board determine at what point to start the evaluation.
This could prevent unnecessary duplication of testing.
(Need to get a copy of the MDTC wording that defines roles from John Kovalicky to put in the notes.)
Ben made a motion to come up with list of changes to the evaluation plan and submit to MTDC
Ben will work with Earl Palmer and Tom Kubicheck.
Approved – due March 2010
John Kovalicky suggested that the board be careful with changes and “look beyond the CN 235”.
Tom Kubicheck would like to evaluate the CN 235 for a field season.
John Kovalicky reminded the board to be aware of the costs and time lines required.
Simula Seat Replacement:
Ron Barrett presented the current status of this effort.
Forest Service Region 6 has taken on the project.
BAE will bring a troop-style seat to demo at Redmond this month.
We will look at it and then pass it around, first to Missoula.
Not sure if we can have storage under the seat and still meet crashworthiness standards.
This effort is moving forward, however it will probably cost a lot of money, and we are not sure where the money will come from yet.
Ben Hinkle said that the BLM would like to work with Forest Service on this and provide support.
The board agreed that there is a need to move now on this issue, as it will take a few years to get done.
John Kovalicky suggested that there really is no requirement that the seats be FAA approved as long as they meet structural and crash protection performance requirements.
Ron Barrett made a motion to put an RFI (Request for Information) in Fed Biz Ops
Approved – due April 2010
Update:  Representatives from BAE Systems brought a demo folding seat to the Redmond hangar on December 14, 2009. This seat would not fit the Sherpa without modification, and several ideas were discussed between BAE engineers, David Heydt, Brian Green, Ron Barrett and a couple of Jumpers from the RAC Base. During these conversations it was discovered that BAE Systems now owns Simula and so apparently another production run of the current Simula seats with or without modification is not out of the question as previously thought. The BAE reps will take the information they gathered at RAC and come up with a proposal for replacement seats to include options for folding troop-style seats as well as reproduction Simula seats.

PC-12
Ben Hinkle stated the need for a static line anchor. The Sherpa anchor was used previously.
Mel Tenneson asked about funding. How much are we looking at to finalize the testing?
John Kovalicky threw out the figure of about $20k max to finish it up. He suggested that it would be easier to do the tests in Missoula, and that they could be done in one day
The Board agreed that the airplane will be prepped for the test prior to Oct 2010 and the tests will be done by Dec 2010.
Ben Hinkle stated that in order to do field testing, you will have to get another airplane as the BLM PC-12 is committed via the exhibit 300.
The board agreed to proceed through the initial evaluation up to the point of field evaluation, then wait until there is more interest before proceeding with the field-season test.
Twin Otter Step
Need to go back to the steel step. This applies only to the Boise airplane only.
Ben will pursue
Due March 2010
Do 28 Door Boot Issue:
 John Kovalicky stated that this issue has been resolved.
Dash 8 Evaluation:
The board agreed that currently there is not enough interest to further pursue an evaluation, so the effort has been put on hold indefinitely.
MTDC Red Book of Drawings:
Ben Hinkle asked if they can be updated on line.
John Kovalicky stated that he will have a detailer update them to include only the current drawings with the older ones in a different book, then implement a revision process.
CASA 212 Door Boot:
John Kovalicky stated that NCSB should have a prototype fiberglass door boot for the CASA 212 soon.
Next Meeting:
Ron Barrett stated that the Board will try to meet during the Inspector Pilot Workshop the week of April 5, 2010. If unable, then conference call will be scheduled sometime during the week of April 12, 2010.
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