
Meeting Notes:  January 8, 2004
Attendance:
Kevin Hamilton, BLM
Glenn Johnston, USFS



Tom Monterastelli, NPS
Mike Jefferies, USFWS



Al Rice, AMD


Sheldon Mack, STATES 
1) Membership Update:  Chuck Taylor (USFS) has replaced JP Johnson on the Steering Committee. Brad Gibbs (BLM) has replaced Pete Kubiak as Chair of the Aerial Ignition Working Group. The AMD slot on the Aerial Ignition WG was vacated by Kubiak going to FWS; needs to be filled.   Al Rice/Kris Damsgaard to determine individual from AMD to fill that spot. Vince Welbaum has been suggested.
2) Update on HAZMAT Issue. T. Monterastelli and G. Johnston shared information that came out of the December meeting with DOT. The federal agencies have asked that a determination be made by DOT that 49 CFR not apply to public aircraft operations. If this determination is not made, we must operate this season under a modified exemption. (K. Damsgaard is drafting this exemption just in case). Regardless of which legal instrument we operate under, the Interagency Aviation HazMat Handbook is being rewritten by a selected contractor with a target completion date of April. K. Damsgaard is the lead on this effort and will provide another update at the February IHOP Workshop.
3) Update on Interagency Load Calculation Form.  K. Hamilton informed the group that the new form was approved by USFS and DOI, will have both FS and OAS form numbers and is being printed for Cache availability sometime in February. An electronic version has also been developed that will be displayed and discussed at the IHOP Workshop. K. Hamilton to write a memo from IHOP Steering Committee to the interagency community announcing the availability of the new Load Calc booklets, instructions to replace all old versions, etc.
4) Aerial Ignition Guide.  The Interagency Aerial Ignition Guide has been modified to address all recommendations made by the IHOP Steering Committee in September as well as many other recent updates and improvements; is re-submitted for approval sequence. K. Hamilton to send on to the Aviation Operations Oversight Team along with draft approval letter for AMC.

5) Helicopter Type System Task Group.  The special Task Group has met twice and is making progress. Preliminary group consensus is to generally retain the current type categories, require that incident/project information accompany all helicopter orders and provide a helicopter performance/cost-efficiency tool for the dispatch community. K. Hamilton to secure representative from the Task Group to provide presentation at the IHOP Workshop.
6) IHOP Workshop Agenda .  Steering Committee discussed the draft agenda for the workshop scheduled for February 10 @ 1300 through February 12 @ 1200, at NIFC. All Steering Committee and IHOP Work Group members are to attend, plus invited guests. Changes, deletions and additions were made to the agenda. K. Hamilton to finalize agenda, secure speakers and host the session.

7) Fixed Weight Reduction Project.  G. Johnston informed the group that the new formula and values have been shelved indefinitely and the old values will remain in effect until further notice.

8) Reference Status.  T. Monterastelli suggested that a listing of all helicopter training packages, guides, handbooks, etc. be maintained on a website. The list would include current status, dates of last revision, contacts. K. Hamilton to explore possibilities for a host site and maintenance responsibilities.
9) Next Meeting.  K. Hamilton to schedule another meeting prior to February 10.
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