Synopsis of changes to Interagency Aerial Ignition Guide

2/20/2007

Ch 1 V.  c. New purchases of Fire Spec equipment are not authorized

Ch 1 V.  f. Western Helicraft Helitorch (deleted) Alaska only reference

Ch 1 VIII. C. (added)  The technical review processes of new equipment will be lead by 

                                     MTDC.

Ch 1 VIII. D. (added) In the 3 year period before the publishing of the new Interagency 

                                    Aerial Guide, new equipment that is fully approved will be posted 

                                    on the Aerial Ignition Website.

Ch 1 IX. Contracted Aerial Ignition Services (considerable amount of rewording in this 

                entire section.)

Ch 2 II. Qualifications  Table 1  (added to PLDO perquisites)  Helicopter crewmember 

             HECM currency not required.   Also added HTCM to table.  Made a new note 

             under table.  Note: There are no physical requirements for aerial ignition            

             positions, unless identified by Bureau/Agency polices.

Ch 2 III. Instructor Qualifications  (added) “The lead instructor must be” qualified and 
               current as a Helitorch Manager (HTMG) or Plastic Sphere Dispenser Operator 

               (PLOD) and Helicopter Manager.

Ch 2 IV. Certification  (cleaned up language on certification responsibility, added 

               Documentation of certification)

Ch 2 V. B. Pilot  (added) Pilot PSD and Helitorch training available on website.

Ch 2 Very end of chapter dropped note on pilot carding procedures.

Ch 3 IV. Safety Precautions  g. (deleted) “approved restraining harness”  (added)

               “approved restraint”  p. (added) “Ensure a 1 gallon container of water and a 
               Seatbelt cutter are on board, secured, and are Readily Accessible.
Ch 3 VI. (added) Use of gunner strap instead of just full body harness. (deleted) reference

               to point of contact for approved hard points.

Ch 3 XII. Emergency Procedures (deleted) 1. “pilot maintains a/c flight in burn area until 

                 Emergency is resolved”  (deleted) references to jettison of PSD, replaced with

                 “take appropriate actions”

Ch 3 XV. Changed to “Required PSD Kit Items”  A. (added) Information on Gunners 

                 strap, two point tether, caribiners, seat belt cutter, sphere bags, IAIG,  1 gallon

                 canteen.

Ch 3 XVIII. Installation Procedures for Specific Helicopte Types (added to note:)  “It is 

                     required to utilize a single body strap to ensure ditching of machine is 

                     similar for all models, if possible.”    (added) F. Bell Medium Helicopters - 
                     PSD Installation photos.
Ch 4 V. A. Helitorch Manager (deleted) references to collateral duties.  B. Helicopter 

                  Manager (deleted) references to collateral duties as HTMM or HTPT.  D. 

                  Parking Tender  7. (deleted)”provide 40 BC fire extinguisher” 8. (deleted)

                  “Attends to pilots needs”. 11. & 12. Included crash rescue with fire protection

                  Responsibility.  E. Helitorch Mixing Personnel (deleted) “collateral duties” 

                  Consolidated the rest of responsibilities under “perform any other
                  miscellaneous tasks during helitorch operations”. F. (deleted) all references to 

                  “Helitorch Fire Protection Personnel”.  H. Pilot (deleted) “check ride from 

                  pilot inspector (added) “must be carded for Helitorch”.  2. (added) “Attends

                  Helibase briefing”  10. (deleted) “Pilot is responsible for all helicopter 

                  Operations and flight safety”.  Reworded other pilot responsibilities, no 

                  change in meaning.

Ch 4 VI. Helitorch mixing/landing area. (deleted) “requirement for two 3 gallon 
               Compressed foam extinguishers” and “Staffed foam capable engine with class B

               Foam on site”. (added) “minimum four 40BC extinguishers”.  Changed 

               “emergency rally point” to “meeting point”.  B. Location (deleted) 

               “ Establish an escape route” (covered it under emergency meeting point).

Ch 4 VII. Fuel Preparation 2. changed wording on mixing area to “large enough to 

                Provide safe working distance between all equipment”. B. (added) “the use of 

                fire resistant clothing labeled as non-static and must be labeled with Nomex 

                IIIA or 2% carbon core or 3% conductive fibers”. (added) “testing at 

                University of Alberta shows clothing above to have better anti-static properties   
                than cotton”.

Ch 4 VIII. Bench Testing Helitorch  (added) pictures of power converter used for bench

                 testing helitorch and PSD.

Ch 4 IX. Helitorch Installation to Aircraft  (under fig 8 deleted) “Note: Single point cable
                Assembly attachment is only attachment method approved by USDA Forest 

                Service”.   D. (added) “Note: For use with medium helicopters ensure hook is 

                secured so the helitorch is not able to rotate, contact Helicopter Inspector Pilot 

                or Maintenance Inspector”.  Below fig 10 (deleted) “Caution On prohibited use             

                of tag/lead or long lines with helitorch”.

Ch 4 XI  Prior to each take off (final check)  (deleted) “check helitorch structural 

               integrity”  (deleted) “Caution: At no time should there be anyone underneath or 
               in close proximity of the helicopter with the helitorch attaché while in flight”.

Ch 4 XVI Western Helicraft Helitorch. (deleted) old pictures, (added) new picture.
Ch 4 XVI F. (deleted pictures of Helitorch installation to aircraft). I.(deleted this section  
                     on model specific hookup considerations). (added) Note: Current cable 

                     lengths prohibit this helitorch from use with medium helicopters.

Appendix A. Divided forms into Required Forms and Optional Forms.  Also changed 

                      Order of forms. (deleted) Helicopter Crash Rescue Plan (it is in App. B).

                      PSD Job Hazard Analysis form (added) OSHA Reference, also on this form

                      reworded Ignition issues.  Under PSD malfunction, (deleted)”machine 

                      jettisoned”. (added) “operator take appropriate actions”.  Interagency PSD

                      Operator Annual Recertification Training Form (deleted) Jettisons the 
                      Machine” (added) “take appropriate action”.

Appendix B  Helitorch Operations Go/No Go Checklist (changed) fire extinguishers 

                     requirement.

Appendix C  (deleted) 1 Ethylene Glycol MSDS 8 pages,  added another Ethylene Glycol

                     MSDS from Quaker State 3 pages.

Appendix E page E-2 (added) Aerial/Ground Ignition and Fuel Transport Systems: 

                    Serious Safety Concerns Raised (document).   (added chart) Transporting
                    Class 3 Flammable Liquids.

Appendix G  (deleted this entire section).

Though out the entire guide Ignition Specialist was replaced by Firing Boss

                                            Problems with 07 Draft Guide I could not fix
Page I-3 IX  3. cannot remove strike through on the 3

Page IV-4  C.  3. Indent wrong

Ch 4 IX Helitorch Installation to Aircraft  Figure 9 is upside down when rotated captions are backward?

Ch 4 XII., XIII., Both sections have formatting problems

Appendix A. PSD Organization Charts for both Prescribed Fire and Wildland Fire asterisks could not removed and Ignition Specialist could not be changed to Firing Boss.
Appendix B. Helitorch Organization Chart both Prescribed fire and Wildland fire could not change Ignition Specialist to Firing Boss.

