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WORKING GROUP


Summary of issues and action items 


March 14, 2007

The Interagency Helicopter Rappel Working Group (RWG) met in Boise on January the 24th thru the 26th.

The first order of business was review of past years meeting notes to ensure we have covered all of the issues. There were a number of outstanding requests for equipment review and approvals that needed to be addressed prior to moving to new business. Recommendations came from the National Rappel Equipment and Procedures Committee (NREPC). 

Following are the issues and decisions from the January meeting:

Recommendation #1:  Add 300’ letdown lines to the approved equipment list.

Approved and issued this week.

Recommendation #2:  Add the large sized Klamath bag to the approved equipment list.

Additional testing taking place this week and expect approval by end of week.

Recommendation #3:  Adopt new style “click lock” buckles for BD bags as the old style buckles are no longer available.

Approved as recommended.

Recommendation #4: Adopt the rappel harness Shoulder Strap Retainer as an approved piece of equipment.

Approved as recommended.

Discussion: 14 RQ3 cargo letdown friction devices have been in test status in the field for the last 2 years.

Action item: No due date - continue test until sufficient data is collected for the rappel equipment and procedures committee (NREPC) to make a recommendation.

Discussion: Spotter tether design standard (3RC Extendable) for the Miller Spotter Harness.

Action item: secure funding ($9-$10,000) for MTDC to manufacture. 

Discussion: Formalize a helicopter screening and evaluation board to evaluate aerial deployed firefighters.

Action item: working group to draft a proposal, review and finalize screening process, and produce a charter for submission to NIAC. 

Discussion:  Plan for a national rappel workshop.

Action item: Set workshop date for the week of January 28th, 2008 at the McClellan Facility in Sacramento, Ca. 

Discussion: Continue research and development of a stand-alone spotter tether attach point for the Long Ranger and 407 platforms. 

Action item: secure funding to cover $30-$60,000 for completion and STC. Ongoing.

Discussion: Reviewed Spotter Training Handbook for inclusion as an appendix to the rappel guide.

Action item: NREPC will assign a small group to work on modifying this document to a single base/helicopter and Cargo only document.

In addition to the above items, the National Rappel Equipment and Procedures Committee is working on a number of items that will be submitted this spring:

· Convening a group to revise the rappeller and spotter training syllabuses.

· Development of storyboards for model specific rappel procedures PowerPoint presentations.

· Proposal for fingerless heater (spotter) gloves. 

· A proposal for securing rope bags in the helicopter during flight. 

· Field proposal for a standardized rope bag. 

· Proposal to adopt the Miller Spotter Harness as the approved spotter harness.

· Drafting changes/additions to the rappel guide on all of the approved items.

Additionally, the rappel working group is actively working on projects with Missoula Technology Development Center on spotter tether attach point strength issues, clarifying standards for S-58 anchors, and further investigation of cg issues in some of our light aircraft. 
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