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	Route To:
	

	
	

	Subject:
	Hazard Pay for Aerial Sketch Map Surveyors

	
	

	To:
	   Forest Health Protection Staff Directors


As discussed with the Forest Health Protection Directors on our September 17, 2001, conference call, I support the consistent approval of Hazard Pay Differential for all employees conducting aerial sketch map surveys.  Understanding the inherent risk involved with aerial survey work is very important.  Hazardous duty is work performed under circumstances that could contribute to an accident resulting in serious injury or death.

I consider aerial sketch map surveys to be “limited control flights” as defined in the Forest Service Handbook (FSH):

WO Amendment 6109.11-92-1, effective 8/3/1992, provides direction under 12.92b – Duties Covered by Hazard Pay Differential.

2.  Flying.  b. “Limited control flights” are flights that require unusual flight pattern, maneuvers, or formations that reduce the pilot’s control of the aircraft and increase the risk of accident.  Such flights do not include routine take-offs and landings.  The nature and degree of hazard, and the control which may be exercised over the hazard, depend on the type of aircraft and its flight characteristics. 

Please note that the FSH distinguishes between “limited control flights” and “low-level flights.”  Aerial sketch map surveys are considered to be limited control flights, but not low-level flights. To be considered “low-level” a substantial part of the flight must be performed below 500 feet above ground level (AGL).  All fixed-wing aerial sketch map surveys will be conducted above 500 feet AGL at all times, except take-offs and landings.

I encourage you to support all training necessary to insure that all aviation related activities are carried out safely by your employees and cooperators.  Forest Health Protection (FHP) has an excellent safety history and we must do everything we can to maintain it.

Please contact FHPAviation Safety Manager Tim McConnell at tmcconnell@fs.fed.us or

970-295-5878 if you need additional information.

/s/ ROBERT D. MANGOLD

ROBERT D. MANGOLD

Director, Forest Health Protection

cc: 

Tim McConnell, FHTET-Fort Collins

Allan Bullard, FHTET-Morgantown

Andy Mason, FHTET-Fort Collins

FHP:A.Mason:lt:10/10/01:205-1600
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