
Meeting Notes:  March 3, 2004

Attendance:
Kevin Hamilton, BLM
Glenn Johnston, USFS



Tom Monterastelli, NPS
Mike Jefferies, USFWS



Al Rice, DOI AV

Chuck Taylor, USFS

Kris Damsgaard, DOI AV

1) Recommendation:  Helicopter Efficiency Program & Type Categories 

This proposal was the main focus of this meeting.  The steering committee     reviewed the proposal and suggested some changes to the proposal as written.  The primary change was to increase the altitude and temperature input to the database from five (2,500 & 35C, 5,000 & 30C, 8,000 & 25C, 10,000 & 20C, 12,000 & 15C) to reflect altitudes between 2,000 PA to 10,000 PA at temperatures of 15C, 20C, 25C, 30C, 35C, 40C, and 45C.  

Kevin Hamilton made a suggestion concerning building a “Passenger Constant” of 250lbs.into the program.  In conjunction with the “Number of Certified Seats” and the “Allowable Payload” at the specified PA/OAT, the program would be able to calculate the number of passengers each Tail # would be capable of per trip.  Glenn and Chuck are meeting with Bob Roth on Friday, March 5th and will present this suggestion then.  

Kris Damsgaard noted that prior to implementation of this program in 2005 the IHOPS steering committee should ensure information relative to this program be included in the 2005 edition of the National Mobilization Guide.

Following these changes the IHOPS Steering Committee accepted the Special Task Group recommendation.   This recommendation will be forwarded to the Aviation Operations Oversight Team and on to AMC. 

2) Review of Notes from IHOPS National Workshop

Glenn reviewed the workshop taskings from the notes of the recent IHOPS workshop.  All agreed the workshop was a success with some good work and decisions being reached.  In reviewing the taskings it was noted that Kris Damsgaard in now the chair of the IAT Steering Committee.  Kevin Hamilton volunteered to work on the final task on the list – Institute methods to ensure “Trainee” assignments.

     3) Update on Aviation Transport of Hazardous Materials – Kris gave the group a              

          quick update on the status of the new handbook and where we are with the       
          determination of applicability of 49 CFR and the request for a new exemption.            

           Kris stated that if we do not receive a determination by the end March the    

           Committee working on this would go ahead and proceed with a request for an 

           Exemption as we have in the past.  This should allow for adequate time to have an                             

           Exemption in place and the new Handbook available by June 1, 2004.
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