
Meeting Notes:  April 15, 2004

Attendance:
Kevin Hamilton, BLM
Glenn Johnston, USFS



Tom Monterastelli, NPS
Stan Anderson, BIA

 

Al Rice, DOI AM

Chuck Taylor, USFS

Kris Damsgaard, DOI AM

1) Proposal for Automated Helicopter Performance Planning

Kevin Hamilton presented this proposal to the committee.  The proposal consisted of four different options to accomplish automated performance planning for the electronic completion of load calculations.  After extensive discussion it was decided by the committee to not adopt the proposal and to continue with the load calculation completion method currently being used.  Specifically, the pilot is responsible for obtaining performance figures from the Flight Manual for the completion of each load calculation.                             

2) Rappel Aircraft Sponsor’s Preliminary Report and Interagency Rappel Screening and Evaluation Process

Glenn Johnston presented these two documents to the committee.  Both documents were recently finalized by the Interagency Rappel Working Group for presentation to the IHOPS for approval.  There was some discussion concerning the Preliminary Report and the Screening Process.  Glenn will e-mail both documents to the Steering Committee for comments.  Reply due deadline for comments to Glenn is May 15, 2004.

3) Proposed Interagency Rappel Guide changes for Operational Procedures and Rappel Equipment 

Glenn also presented eight (8), items submitted by the Interagency Rappel Working Group concerning proposed changes to the Interagency Rappel Guide.  These items consisted of, Model Specific Procedures, Spotter Tether Attachment Points, Medium Helicopter Seating Configurations, and five other items pertaining to Rappel Equipment changes.  The Steering Committee recommended that these items be forwarded to the Aviation Oversight Committee for review and approval.  In the interim it was recommended that and Interagency letter be sent out recommending these changes be accomplished for this field season pending approval by AMC and their inclusion in the next revision of the Rappel Guide.

4) HELB/HCWN Review Working Group

Glenn  announced that he was working at forming a Special Task Group to address concerns from the field concerning the positions of HELB and HCWN.  Steve Tome from R-9 Forest Service has agreed to be the group leader.  Glenn will present the completed Job Tasking at the next meeting. 
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