Interagency Helicopter Operations

Steering Committee

Meeting Notes 7/2/03

Attendance:
Kevin Hamilton, BLM
Jack Finley, USFS



Tom Monterastelli, NPS
Mike Jefferies, USFWS



Al Rice, OAS


Stan Anderson, BIA



Brad Gibbs, BLM

Sheldon Mack, STATES (call-in)

Guests:
Howard Roose & Nikki Dyke (Fire Planning Analysis)

1) New Type III Helicopter Staffing Policy. The interim policy regarding limited use Type III helicopters and special mission Type III helicopters (both requiring just a Helicopter Manager to be assigned) is in effect now. Implemented with USFS letter dated 6/11/03 and OPM 03-21 issued 6/13/03.
2) IHOG PPE Discrepancy. Discrepancy exists in Chapter 9, Chart 9-1, between Footnote 1 and Footnote 3. #1 says it’s OK to substitute nomex shirt and pants for a nomex flight suit. #2 says that exclusive use helicopter crews must use a nomex flight suit. This was created inadvertently during the 2002 IHOG revision. Group decided not to proceed with an official interim IHOG revision at this time. Members instructed to advise their agency exclusive use crews that nomex pants and shirts may be substituted for nomex flight suits at their discretion. Appropriate change will be made in the 2005 IHOG.

3) IHOG Electronic Forms Project.  IHOG Working Group is tasked with updating the IHOG Forms Package for 2005. Electronic versions of forms and linkage of forms has been explored. Brad Gibbs is working with a USFS computer specialist to develop a daily entry sheet (Daily Diary) that will automatically compile year-end statistics. SC will recommend to IHOG Working Group that a sub-group be tasked with developing an electronic forms program that would automate the completion of certain forms, possibly to include the flight invoice. Brad Gibbs is recommended to lead this group. K. Hamilton to discuss with IHOG W.G.
4) Aviation Transport of HazMat.  OAS has received verification from DOT that the HazMat training module (A-110) meets all of the DOT training requirements. Solicitors will be discussing the possible exclusion of agency controlled contractor aircraft from CFR HazMat requirements during non-commerce activities. If this effort is successful, we would not operate under an exemption; would operate under our own internal policies and handbook to meet DOT requirements. Expect decision sometime within next 30 days. 1999 Interagency Handbook and the A-110 training module will be updated and modified this fall.
5) USFS S-61 “two wheel main gear landing” Authorization.  USFS has authorized two wheel main gear landings for their contracted S-61 at Arroyo Grande. Question: will other agencies honor this authorization if the need arises on another agency jurisdiction? Group wanted more information on specifically what kind of operation has USFS granted authorization for this type of landing (Arroyo Grande crew onboard only? Initial attack only? etc.). Group agreed that no official endorsement (by other agencies) of the USFS authorization would be necessary as long as the authorization is for USFS aircraft and crew and initial attack only. Jack Finley to provide a copy of the authorization to the Steering Committee for clarification.
6) HELB/HCWN on NWCG Website.  Concerns have been expressed that the prerequisite training and experience requirements for these positions is not posted anywhere (only the original NWCG letter dated March 20, 2002 exists). Kevin Hamilton provided the IOSWT with all the information and requested that it be posted on the NWCG website.
7) Review of Draft Aerial Ignition Guide. Aerial Ignition Working Group has submitted the revised guide and training modules in draft form. The Work Group would like to get the guide approved and published prior to the fall burning season. Steering Committee reviewed and discussed. Several members had comments and suggestions. The portion concerning contractor-provided equipment and personnel will be finalized during the next Aerial Ignition Work Group meeting (July- Boise, ID). Some concern has been expressed over the general nature of the training modules (no equipment-specific procedural details). The SC decided that the timeframe for approval and publishing be discussed at the IAG W.G. meeting in July. In the meantime, all input on the draft should be sent to K. Hamilton who will submit to the Aerial Ignition Working Group.
8) Fire Planning Analysis request for Helicopter Capability Input. Howard Roose and Nikki Dyke shared an overview of their interagency project. They will be submitting a request to the IHOP Steering Committee for helicopter performance data that will be used in the new Fire Planning Analysis program. They need information on airspeed, retardant/suppressant carrying capability, firefighter transport capacity, helicopter costs, etc. K. Hamilton will share the request with committee members as soon as received from this group. SC will determine a course of action to provide the requested information.

9) Next Meeting.   K. Hamilton to determine and announce.

