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Interagency Aerial Ignition Working Group
May 22, 2006
Brad Gibbs

IHOPs Chair

National Interagency Fire Center

3833 S. Development Ave

Boise, ID  83705

Dear Mr. Gibbs,

This is to inform you of the state of action between the Interagency Aerial Ignition Committee and Mr. Joe Rawitzer and his Fire Spec Aerial Ignition products.

On March 7, 2006 a letter was issued to Mr Rawitzer requesting that he supply all missing parts and manuals to owners of his products as well as resolve design flaws such as leaking nozzles, ignition system problems, and landing configuration problems in existing equipment.  This letter gave Mr Rawitzer 30 days to resolve the quality and services issues.  Mr Rawitzer signed for the certified letter on March 31, 2006.  As of this date, Mr Rawitzer has not contacted myself or other members of the Interagency Aerial Ignition committee on rectifying the situations.
The Interagency Aerial Ignition Committee recommends that the IHOPs Committee issue Direction to all Agencies that Fire Spec Equipment shall no longer be purchased for use.  Equipment that is already in the possession of the Federal & State Agencies may be utilized as long as it has been modified in accordance with the requirements in the Interagency Aerial Ignition Guide.

Respectully Submitted,

/s/Jill McCurdy

Jill McCurdy
Chair, Interagency Aerial Ignition Working Group 

(801) 622-7072 office

(801) 721-4504 cell

jmccurdy@fs.fed.us
