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TO:
Chair, NIAC


RE:
Fire Spec Aerial Ignition products
DATE: 
November 28th 2006


This is to inform you of the state of action between the Interagency Aerial Ignition Committee and Mr. Joe Rawitzer and his Fire Spec Aerial Ignition products.
The Fire Spec Helitorch is approved for use per the Interagency Aerial Ignition Guide.  Numerous Fire Spec Helitorchs are currently owned and utilized by various agencies.  Fire Spec has not supported their product for quite sometime.  We are concerned that funds will continue to be spent on this product unless action is taken.
On March 7, 2006 a letter was issued to Mr Rawitzer requesting that he supply all missing parts and manuals to owners of his products as well as resolve design flaws such as leaking nozzles, ignition system problems, and landing configuration problems in existing equipment.  This letter gave Mr Rawitzer 30 days to resolve the quality and services issues.  Mr Rawitzer signed for the certified letter on March 31, 2006.  As of this date, Mr Rawitzer has not contacted myself or other members of the Interagency Aerial Ignition committee on rectifying the situations.

IHOps recommends that NIAC issue direction to all Agencies that Fire Spec Equipment shall no longer be purchased for use.  Equipment that is already in the possession of the Federal & State Agencies may be utilized as long as it has been modified in accordance with the requirements in the Interagency Aerial Ignition Guide.

IHOps regrets the need to take this action, but it is our job to insure that the field units are provided with a dependable supply of complete and operational equipment to accomplish their mission.
Please contact me at any time regarding this issue.
Brad Gibbs
Brad Gibbs

Chair, IHOps Steering Committee 
(208) 387-5182

brad_gibbs@nifc.blm.gov
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