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My name is Esther Frederick.  As a teenage volunteer at the National Interagency Fire Center, I’ve been learning a lot about wildland fire.

Although fire season has been finished for several months, it’s always important to remember why people must be careful with fire in the woods.  Forest fires can have a devastating impact on the landscape, the environment, wildlife habitat, and public safety.

A couple of summers ago, I went on a camping trip to a picturesque lake in the North Cascades of Washington State.  The trip was a lot of fun and very memorable, but one thing that really sticks out in my memory was the setting.  The incredible expanse of forest in which the lake was nestled had recently been burned by a forest fire.  Part of the forest surrounding the lake was reduced to dead, blackened tree trunks.

Small fires are not a serious threat to the forest, but large fires are a different story.  Damage to resources like timber, hiking trails, wildlife and fish habitat may take decades to recover.  Campers and hikers in the burned area are robbed—at least for many years—of seeing the beauty and splendor of the forest.  What’s more, these same recreationists have to be aware of special hazards presented by burned forests. Burned trees will start falling soon after a fire, and these dead trees will keep coming down for many years, especially in windy conditions.  Erosion and blowing ash are other negatives that appear right after a bad fire.

Among the many dangers forest fires present is the threat to mountain cabins and retreats.  Most buildings can be saved if they are adequately protected, but the surrounding landscape may become an ugly mass of blackened material.  If the proper precautions are not taken, your family’s mountain cabin could become the next burned structure.

Please be safe with fire.  Think of the people, animals and environments that are impacted by a carelessly dropped cigarette or an abandoned campfire.  Prevent fires before they start!

Thanks for listening.
