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Subject: Review and Update of the 1995 Wildland Fire Management Policy

The 1994 fire season with its 34 fatalities precipitated the 1995 Federal Wildland
Management Policy and Program Review (1995 Report). This report resulted in the first
comprehensive statement of wildland fire policy coordinated between the Departments of
the Interior and Agriculture. 3
Following the investigation and subsequent report, by the Independent Review Board of the May 2000
Cerro Grande Prescribed Fire in New Mexico, the Secretaries of the Interior and Agriculture reconvened
the Working Group that developed the 1995 Federal Fire Policy to assess the status of the policy and its
implementation.

The Working Group found that the policy is generally sound and continues to provide a solid foundation
for wildland fire management activities and for natural resources management activities of the Federal
government. The 2001 Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy (2001 Federal Fire Policy) replaces the
1995 Federal Fire Policy.

The Guiding Principles remain the same as those contéjned in the 1995 Report with the addition of the
word international to the guiding principle on coordination and cooperation.

The 2001 Federal Fire Policy takes the 13 original policy statements from the 1995 policy and adds five
additional policy statements. The new policy statements complement and supplement the set, and
include:

The role of fire in ensuring ecosystem sustainability,

The need for restoration and rehabilitation of fire-damaged lands and ecosystems;
The role of science in developing and implementing fire management programs;
The importance of communication and education internally and externally; and
The critical need for regular, ongoing evaluation of policies and procedures.

A number of the 1995 Federal Fire Policy statements were revised to reflect experiences since 1995 and
to underscore the importance of key issues. These include:

= Better recognition that Fire Management Plans identify and integrate all fire management and
related activities within the context of approved land management plans;

»  Clearly stating that the management response to fire is based on the circumstances surrounding
the fire, not the source of ignition or location of the fire;

= Clarifying threat, following protection of human life, suppression priority decisions include
consideration of human health and consequences on community rather than property; and




Review and Update of the 1995 Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy
Key Messages

*The working group that conducted the review of the 1995 Federal Wildland Fire
Management Policy, which guides wildland fire management on federal lands across the
country, has concluded that the policy is generally sound and continues to provide a solid
foundation for wildland fire and natural resources management activities of the federal
government.

*However, as a result of experiences since 1995, as well as greater understanding of the
complexity and seriousness of the wildland fire situation in this country, the working
group has determined that some elements of the policy need clarification of purpose and
intent and that some issues were not fully covered, such as ecosystem sustainabihity,
restoration, science, education and communication, and program evaluation.

*The working group has also determined that federal agencies have not fully
implemented the 1995 Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy, which has hindered its
effectiveness. The working group has recommended a series of actions in several key
areas, such as response to wildland fire, wildland urban interface, and planning, to ensure
that the revised policy is fully implemented.

*Some aspects of the 1995 Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy have been
implemented very successfully and effectively, such as the increased emphasis on safety
and the use of wildland fire to reduce fuels. However, other aspects, such as the
development of fire management plans and items requiring interagency cooperation and
coordination, have not been completed. The review and update of the 1995 Federal
Wildland Fire Management Policy seeks to build on the strengths of the original policy
while addressing its weaknesses.

*The Review and Update of the 1995 Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy will
ensure more consistent wildland fire management on federal lands across the country
because it will apply for the first time to Department of Defense and Department of
Energy agencies as well as to Department of Agriculture and Department of The Interior
agencies.

*The Review and Update of the 1995 Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy, which
is the result of a collaborative effort by representatives of 12 federal agencies and the
National Association of State Foresters, represents the consensus of top wildland fire and
natural resource management professionals about how to best address wildland fire
management on federal lands.




Key Components of the
Review and Update of the 1995 Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy

*The 1995 Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy is generally sound and appropriate.
However, it has been modified to reflect experience and new information gathered over
the last several years. A series of actions have been recommended to improve
implementation of the policy.

*The Review and Update of the 1995 Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy consists
of findings, guiding principles, policy statements, and implementation actions. The
guiding principles, policy statements, and implementation actions are called the “2001
Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy.” This replaces the 1995 Federal Wildland
Fire Management Policy.

*The Review and Update of the 1995 Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy working
group reached 14 findings regarding the overall fire management situation, the adequacy
and appropriateness of federal wildland fire policies, and the implementation of those
policies. The guiding principles and the policy statements have been revised, several
policy statements have been added, and implementation actions have been developed, to
address the working group’s findings.

*The Guiding Principles in the 2001 Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy are the
same as those contained in the original 1995 Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy
with only one exception. The word “international” has been added to the guiding
principle on coordination and cooperation to recognize the increasing role that other
countries play in assisting the U.S. and in the increasing exchange of technology, training,
skills, and knowledge of wildland fire issues between the U.S. and other countries.

*Several policy statements contained in the 1995 Federal Wildland Fire Management
Policy have been revised in the 2001 Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy to reflect
experiences since 1995 and to underscore the importance of key issues. These include:
*Better recognition that Fire Management Plans identify and integrate all fire
management and related activities within the context of approved land
management plans;
*Clearly stating that the management response to fire is based on the
circumstances surrounding the fire, not the source of ignition or location of the
fire;
*Clarifying that, following protection of human life, suppression priority
decisions include considerations of human health and consequences on
communities rather than property;
*Clarifying the 1995 Federal Fire Policy on the Wﬂdland Urban Interface to
recognize the role of wildland fire agencies in protecting structures, but not
suppressing fires in them; and







