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COMMUNITY WILDFIRE PROTECTION PLAN

INTRODUCTION.
· Discussion of “communities at risk” in context of Nat’l Fire Plan and 10-Year Comprehensive Strategy. 

· A community is considered at risk from wildland fire if it lies within the boundary of the wildland/urban interface (or intermix), as defined in the federal register on January 4, 2001.  [Insert WUI criteria from federal register reference.]

· Field Guidance:  Identifying and Prioritizing Communities at Risk.  An action item from the 10-Year Comprehensive Strategy Implementation Plan, this document (approved by the USDA Forest Service, the Department of the Interior, and the National Association of State Foresters) provides direction to all state and federal agencies on collaboratively identifying and prioritizing fuels treatment projects in the WUI.

· Importance of community-based assessment and mitigation planning

· Additional opportunities available through HFRA

· HFRA Requirements: 
· Collaboratively developed.

· Identifies and prioritizes areas for treatments and methods to be used.

· Identifies ways to reduce structural ignitability.

KEY COMPONENTS OF CWPP

· Map-based

· Collaboratively developed (list minimum participants)

· Assessment of vegetative and structural fuels, risks of ignition and community values at risk from wildfire.

· Assessment of local fire protection / response capability

· Mitigation plan addressing fuel reduction priorities, improved prevention strategies, community preparedness needs, and techniques for reducing structural ignitability.

· Implementation plan and needs.
CWPP TEMPLATE

1.
COMMUNITY IDENTIFICATION AND DESCRIPTION
· Narrative, with map, describing and showing the geographic location and topography of the community to which the plan applies and identifying the boundary of the associated wildland/urban interface (or intermix).

· Narrative describing basic community demographic information including current and projected population, land ownership patterns, development trends and location of any critical infrastructure.

2.
COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT

Assess and map the overall risk to the community from wildland fire, using overlays for each of the following factors.  Display the relative risk using a minimum of three categories, such as high, medium, and low.

A.
Fuel Hazards

· Assess and map the vegetative fuels on federal and non-federal land within the identified WUI and into the adjacent watershed where appropriate.  Identify specific areas where the composition, type, arrangement and or condition of vegetative fuels is such that if ignited would pose a significant threat to the community or community infrastructure.

· Survey and assess the vulnerability of structures to ignition from firebrands, radiation and convection.  Identify areas of concern.

B.
Risk of Ignition / Wildfire Occurrence

· Using historic data or other methods, determine the potential causes and frequency of wildfires in the vicinity of the community that could have the potential to threaten the community.  Consider past fire events, trends in human and natural ignition, and any local conditions that may contribute to the probability of fire ignitions and or extreme fire behavior.

C.
Community Values at Risk

· Identify areas within the community that need treatment in order to provide adequate defensible space for fire fighting personnel.

· Identify and prioritize specific human improvements within or adjacent to the community, such as homes, businesses, infrastructure (water systems, utilities, transportation systems, critical care facilities, schools, manufacturing or industrial sites, etc.), and areas of historical, cultural, and spiritual significance that would be adversely / severely impacted by wildfire.

· Identify and prioritize other areas of community importance, such as municipal watersheds and critical wildlife habitat that would benefit from treatment to reduce wildfire risks.

D.
Local Preparedness and Protection Capability

· Assess the level of the community’s emergency preparedness and the response capability of local fire protection forces.  Consider the insurance industry ISO rating, if available.  Identify areas in need of improvement.

3.
COMMUNITY MITIGATION PLAN

Prioritize mitigation needs in the areas of fuels reduction, wildfire prevention, and protection capability and develop strategies to meet those needs.


A.
Fuel Hazard Reduction

· Prioritize the areas identified on federal and non-federal land as needing fuel treatment and recommend the preferred type and method of treatment.
· Within the community, recommend measures to reduce structural ignitability through the development of defensible space, the use of fire-resistant building materials, emphasis on pre-development mitigation and other “Firewise” techniques.
B.

Wildfire Prevention
· Develop prevention strategies to address identified human ignition risks.
C.

Improved Protection Capability

· Develop strategies to improve the community’s emergency preparedness and fire response capability.  Give particular consideration to multi-agency organization and planning, qualifications and availability of firefighting personnel, training and equipment, and systems and infrastructure.  

4.
IMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING

· List Community Mitigation Priorities

· Identify roles and responsibilities of federal, state, tribal and local government entities, private and other non-governmental landowners and community stakeholders.

· Identify funding needs / timelines for highest priority projects.

· Monitoring plan for effectiveness of CWPP and/or timeline for revisiting and revising / updating mitigation priorities.

5.
FOR ASSISTANCE

· For assistance in preparing a CWPP community leaders may contact the nearest, local field office of either their state forestry agency or a federal wildland fire agency.
COMMUNITY GUIDEBOOK

· Brief Question-and-Answer guide for each component of the Community Assessment and Community Mitigation Plan sections.  Answers could incorporate websites and other helpful references.

· e.g.   Where do I find demographic information for my community?  How do I draw a line around the interface?  How do I assess the risk of ignition?

· Include simple checklist to help smaller communities think through the different components of the assessment.  Required items could be bolded and optional items unbolded.
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