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National Wildland Fire Outlook 
November 1 to November 30, 2004 

 
 

*ALASKA - Potential: Normal:  Some portions of the eastern interior of Alaska remain 
abnormally dry.  However, the remainder of the state has had significant precipitation leading to 
an initial winter snow pack.  Above normal precipitation is forecast for western Alaska with near 
normal in the remainder of the state in early November.  Overall, below normal temperatures are 
forecast for the first part of November in Alaska.  The remainder of the month will see above 
normal temperatures.  As a result, normal fire potential is expected for November.  No prescribed 
fire activity is expected in November. 
 
 
*NORTHWEST - Potential: Normal:  Dry, warm weather in early October caused some fuel 
moistures values to fall to below-average levels, but overall fire danger remained at seasonal 
levels.  Due to recent rains, the probability of large fires has fallen to below normal levels.  Based 
on an outlook calling for normal precipitation and temperatures, normal fire potential is expected 
in November. 
 
 
*SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA - Potential: Below Normal: The month of October brought 
exceptionally high precipitation totals, with many portions of the Area breaking both daily and 
monthly high precipitation totals.   The month of November is expected to see near to somewhat 
above normal temperatures and near to slightly below normal precipitation. There is an 
expectation of November Santa Ana wind events.  However, Santa Ana winds in November are 
typically accompanied by much colder temperatures than those experienced in October.  Given 
fuel conditions  at the end of October, periods of Santa Ana winds in November should have 
minimal influence on fire potential. 
 

*NORTHERN CALIFORNIA - Potential: Normal: Northern California has experienced one of the 
wettest Octobers on record in 2004, with the exception of portions of Modoc and Lassen 
counties.  The general wetness put a rather sudden end to fire season, but has also hampered 
prescribed fire accomplishments in many units.  High pressure over the eastern Pacific will be 
stronger and closer in position to northern California in much of November.    This will tend to 
make Pacific storms ride farther north, keeping the Area drier than in October.  As a result, 
Northern California will see at or below normal precipitation this month.  However, given October 
precipitation, fire potential is expected to be normal. 

 
 
*NORTHERN ROCKIES - Potential: Normal:  Moisture was widespread across the Area in 
October with temperatures above normal in the west and below normal across most of North 
Dakota. A trough of low pressure over the western United States will persist into mid-November, 
accompanied by occasional frontal systems. These fronts will bring scattered showers mainly to 
the mountains and keep temperatures at or below normal in most areas.  As a result, no 
significant fire activity is expected. 
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*WESTERN GREAT BASIN - Potential: Normal: At the end of October, fire danger values for 
the Area were well below critical levels, which is typical for this time of year.  Even above normal 
forecast temperatures expected in November will have little influence on expected fire activity 
given the shorter length of days, lack of dry lightning and higher average humidity values.   There 
is no expectation of any large fire occurrence in the coming month. 
   
 
*EASTERN GREAT BASIN - Potential: Normal: Most portions of the Area received plenty of 
moisture and cooler temperatures at the end of October. Fine fuel moistures have improved with 
increased humidity and precipitation. As a  fall weather pattern develops, fuel moistures will 
continue to improve. Thousand hour fuel moistures have also improved throughout the Area as 
well. This trend will continue with shorter days and more normal temperatures and precipitation. 
Normal fire potential is expected. 
 
 
 
*SOUTHWEST - Potential: Normal:  This fall, both long and short-term drought conditions have 
been mitigated across the eastern half of the region for the first time in several years.  The 
precipitation outlook for November calls for near normal precipitation values overall, though 
portions of the Area may receive below normal precipitation.  The general temperature trend of 
October is expected to continue through November, with cooler temperatures across the northern 
and eastern halves of the region and warmer conditions across the southwest.  Overall, regional 
fire activity should be near normal for mid-autumn, with the potential for any short-lived large fire 
activity only a slight possibility.  Prescribed fire activity through October was problematic, due to a 
changeable weather pattern that produced generally short burn windows.  Project activity was 
most prevalent in central and western Arizona and parts of northwest New Mexico.  Prescribed 
fire activity during November historically decreases around mid-month, and projects planned 
during the first half of the month will be subject to weather conditions similar to those experienced 
in October.  The opportunity to complete project work during the first half of November will exist, 
but timing may be difficult due to periodic weather systems that will bring significant changes in 
humidity and precipitation. 

 
 
*ROCKY MOUNTAIN - Potential: Normal:    In November, the Rocky Mountain Area normally 
receives significant precipitation in the form of snow.  By the beginning of the month, much of the 
higher terrain is normally snow covered.  Recent weather trends and long range outlooks show 
no significant variation from a normal November weather pattern.  Generally, fuel moistures are 
average for this time of year and higher elevations already have received some snow.  Fire 
potential is expected to be normal for this time of year across the Area. 



 

 3 

*EASTERN - Potential: Below Normal to Normal:   Below normal fire potential is expected 
across the eastern three-quarters of the Mid-Atlantic States.  The long term Palmer Drought Index 
continued to show wet conditions in place over the much of the Mid-Atlantic and southern 
portions of the Northeast.  Soil moisture and precipitation index values were also well above 
normal.  Therefore, fire potential across these areas will remain below normal during November.  
Below normal precipitation is projected for November over the western third of the Great Lakes as 
well as Iowa, northern Missouri, and northwestern Illinois.   However, a normal trend towards 
cooler temperatures and decreasing daylight hours over these areas should alleviate any 
negative precipitation values. Normal fire potential is forecast across the remainder of the 
Eastern. 
 
 
*SOUTHERN - Potential: Below Normal to Normal:   Normal to wetter than normal conditions 
will carry over from October for locations west of the Mississippi River Valley.  A drier than normal 
trend will continue in eastern portions of the Area.  With this trend, fire occurrence is expected to 
increase from the much below average level experienced in October to near average levels.  Due 
to the above normal temperatures of October, and a weather pattern that supports a continuation 
of mild temperatures into early November, the occurrence of any hard freezes is forecast to be 
delayed until approximately four to six weeks later than average.    With a trend for some drier 
weather and the prospect for below normal rain amounts, fire activity will increase slightly for 
November.  However, the fire potential will remain in the normal to below normal range.    
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National Note:  Based on reported data, nationally there has been 86% of the average numbers 
of fires, which have burned 188% of the average acres to date.  The following table displays 
historical, current and predicted information pertaining to fire statistics. 

 
National Reported and Projected Wildland Fire Statistics 

 
The information above was obtained primarily from the Incident Management Situation Report from 1993-2004, 
however, some inaccuracies and inconsistencies have been corrected.  Therefore, the data may not reflect other 
historic records and should NOT be considered for statistical purposes. 

OCT 30, 2004 
Reported            

Year-To-Date 

 Average 
reported 
for NOV 

Projection for 
November 

YTD+Forecast 

Average 
Reported 
YTD NOV 

30 

Historical 
Low                   
YTD NOV 30 

Year 
of 
Low 

Historical 
High          
YTD NOV 30 

Year 
of 
High 

ALASKA  
Fires 707 0 707 520 349 2001 724 1996 
Acres 6,645,978 1 6,645,979 777,102 43,946 1995 2,186,682 2002 

NORTHWEST  
Fires 3,862 54 3,916 4,098 2,970 1997 5,878 1994 
Acres 122,792 2,955 125,747 441,331 39,682 1997 1,100,936 2002 

SOUTH OPS  
Fires 4,067 153 4,220 4,884 3,277 1995 8,529 1994 
Acres 92,459 4,669 97,128 273,999 88,353 1998 594,858 2003 

NORTH OPS  
Fires 4,095 71 4,166 3,711 1,566 1994 4,931 2001 
Acres 126,084 684 126,768 140,584 19,401 1997 477,428 1999 

NORTHERN ROCKIES  
Fires 2,729 17 2,746 3,077 1,533 1997 4,879 1994 
Acres 37,830 111 37,941 343,730 16,235 1997 1,355,841 2000 

WEST BASIN  
Fires 954 5 959 929 576 1993 1,548 1996 
Acres 39,791 782 40,573 395,330 17,579 2003 1,616,806 1999 

EAST BASIN  
Fires 2,272 74 2,346 2,486 1,419 1997 3,264 2001 
Acres 89,169 1,778 90,947 602,533 71,467 1997 1,503,846 2000 

SOUTHWEST  
Fires 3,516 66 3,582 4,891 3,486 1999 6,946 1994 
Acres 301,769 6,144 307,913 358,042 61,370 2001 974,368 2002 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN  
Fires 1,884 167 2,051 3,388 1,951 1998 6,089 2003 
Acres 44,987 52,163 97,150 248,782 23,750 1998 1,078,973 2002 

SOUTHERN AREA  
Fires 27,059 2,934 28,584 35,552 15,731 2003 50,507 2000 
Acres 447,665 60,918 508,583 731,172 274,165 2003 1,264,799 1998 

EASTERN AREA  
Fires 11,902 869 12,728 14,081 10,888 1994 18,062 2001 
Acres 96,310 18,725 115,035 143,358 60,993 1997 200,182 1995 

NATIONALLY  
Fires 63,047 4,409 66,003 77,616 59,229 2003 95,579 1996 
Acres 8,044,834 148,928 8,193,762 4,455,963 1,879,525 1995 7,274,771 2000 

Prepared November 1, 2004 by the National Interagency Coordination Center – Predictive Services 


