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	Reviewed By:
	

	Introduction:  The purpose of the fire aviation checklist is to provide a consistent process for evaluating the program effectiveness of fire aviation activities funded, conducted by, or on behalf of the NPS wildland fire management program.  Fire aviation program reviews should take into consideration those elements of a Regional or Departmentally-required review (5 year cycle) that may have been completed or are scheduled to be completed within 12 months of the fire aviation review.  

Items that are not normally covered in the 5 year Regional or the Departmental Aviation Review that are part of the Fire program review include:

Fiscal records pertaining to fire funding


Administrative procedures pertaining to fire operations


Retardant facilities


Helicopter crew


Helicopter chase truck

An additional item to be checked is the Security requirements for Airports and other Aviation Facility that were added to the Departmental Manual in 2005.

	Key Code: E = Exceeds     M = Meets     NI = Needs Improvement   I = Issue   NR = Not Reviewed

	Element/Activity
	Code
	Remark

	A. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

	1. Employees assigned aviation duties meet the staffing and diversity guidelines of NPS Fire Management Policy.
	
	

	2. Employees assigned aviation duties meet the aviation training guidelines of NPS Fire Management Policy, including Service and DOI policy, and interagency agreements.
	
	

	3. Employees assigned aviation duties meet the qualification guidelines of NPS Fire Management Policy, including those established by DOI policy and interagency agreements.
	
	

	4. A current park Aviation Management Plan is in place and meets the requirements of Departmental and Service policy.
	
	

	5. Fiscal records for aviation activities that receive fire program funding meet the standards of record keeping for fire activities.
	
	

	6. Required documentation of flight records is in place with respect to flight use reports, ARA source selection, senior level travel and excise tax (if applicable).
	
	

	7. Administrative procedures for aviation activities are consistent with administrative procedures established for fire activities.
	
	

	8. Flight following procedures meet DOI and Service standards 
	
	

	9. Security procedures for airports and other aviation facilities meet DOI and Service requirements. 
	
	

	10. Permanent facilities meet the health and safety standards of the Service.
	
	

	11. Crash/rescue plan a procedures are in place for the areas of operation.
	
	

	12. Employees have received the general health and safety training required for the area of work and equipment to be utilized.
	
	

	13. Adequate facilities, equipment and other resources are available and are used for the preflight planning process.
	
	

	14. The aircraft being utilized are appropriate for the mission profile, environmental conditions, and areas of operation and meet the standards of the Department and Service.
	
	

	15. Exceptions to policy are documented and approved at the appropriate management level.
	
	

	16. Appropriate Personal Protective Equipment is available, and that a system is in place to maintain the integrity of that equipment.
	
	

	17. Support equipment assigned to aviation operations is adequate and appropriate for the missions being conducted.
	
	

	18. Agency controlled vehicles assigned to aviation resources are appropriate for the mission profile and meet Service safety standards.
	
	

	B. FIXED WING OPERATIONS

	1. Fixed Wing operations consider the requirements of the airplane being used with the airport location.  
	
	

	2. Service controlled aircraft refueling operations meet applicable DOI requirements.
	
	

	3. Commercial aircraft refueling operations that are used by the Service meet industry standards for aircraft fuel.
	
	

	4. Aircraft communications are appropriate for the area of operations.
	
	

	5. Safety standards for airport operation areas meet DOI and Service requirements.
	
	

	6. Service controlled aircraft are equipped and maintained in accordance with DOI and Service standards.
	
	

	C. HELICOPTER OPERATIONS

	1. Permanent helibase and helicopter landing areas are located in a suitable area for the type of operations and equipment being used.
	
	

	2. Standards for selecting temporary helicopter landing sited are appropriate for the type of equipment being used and the status of the land management unit.
	
	

	3. Commercial aircraft refueling operations that are used by the Service meet industry standards for aircraft fuel.
	
	

	4. Commercial aircraft refueling operations that are used by the Service meet industry standards for aircraft fuel.
	
	

	5. Safety standards for helicopter operation areas meet DOI and Service requirements.
	
	

	6. Service controlled aircraft are equipped and maintained in accordance with DOI and Service standards.
	
	

	7. Aircraft communications are appropriate for the area of operations.
	
	


For the Program Review you will need to have the following items available for review.

	Checklist

Item #
	Documentation

	A-2
	Employee training records

	A-4
	Current park Aviation Management Plan

	A-6
	Flight reports, SES travel records, ARA source selection documents

	A-15
	Exceptions to policy authorization(s)

	A-16
	PPE inspection protocol

	A-18
	Vehicle safety and maintenance records

	B-2
	Fuel site records

	B-4 & C-7
	Communications plan

	B-6 & C-6
	Fleet aircraft records

	
	

	
	Required reference materials:

	
	Interagency Standards for Fire and Fire Aviation Operations (Review Year Edition)
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