Appendix GG
Severity Request
Severity Request
Appendix GG

INTERAGENCY SEVERITY REQUEST FORMAT

Introduction:

The purpose of severity funding is to mitigate losses improving suppression response capability when there is 1) potential for abnormally severe fire behavior or 2) fire occurrence outside of the normal fire season.  When either of these conditions exist and when suppression resources that were acquired through the approved fire planning process (e.g. NFMAS, IIAA, FPA) are insufficient to meet the extraordinary need, suppression resources may be requested through the severity funding process.

A request for severity funding may be made at a minimum of 5 days in advance of the proposed need.  Severity is based on abnormal and prolonged conditions relevant to high fire danger.  Therefore, monitoring of such conditions prior to their occurrence is critical to a timely and efficient response.

The declaration of need for severity should include involvement at the Geographic Area Coordination Center (GACC), zone, and local levels.  The declaration must identify the additional needs beyond the GACC, zone, and local levels of support.  A written request from the GACC or local zone should be provided in support of the request.

The authorization to use Emergency Operation funds for severity preparedness purposes is controlled by individual severity request and their corresponding severity cost code.  A request must be submitted similar to the following format from the unit through their respective State/Region to the national agency office.  Each national office will establish a specific severity cost code and funding authorization level in their respective financial system.

Severity funding may be used to:  temporarily increase or extend seasonal firefighting staff and resources; provide for extended use of aircraft or additional aircraft and resources; pay for standby; and increased fire prevention activities.  Fire Severity funding is not intended to raise preparedness funding levels to cover differences that may exist between funds actually appropriated (including rescissions) and those identified in the fire planning process.
Quantification of Need:
To adequately quantify the need for severity funding, at least one of the below should demonstrate that fuel and weather conditions exceed those used in the fire management plan, and, therefore, the planned workload.

· Fire danger models, Fire danger analysis software (FireFamily Plus) that graphically contrasts the current seasonal trend for ERC and/or BI with all-time worst and historical average ERC and/or BI, based on an analysis of year-round data.

· Precipitation/drought Palmer or standardized precipitation indices that specify the departure from normal.

· Fuel loading Quantitative information comparing current to the average.

· Fuel moisture Current live and dead fuel moistures compared to average and the all-time worst (local current fuel moisture compared to the average, trend, and all-time worst provided by normalized difference vegetative index (NDVI) and/or Live Fuel Moisture Project reports). Note:  Data from the NDVI and Live Fuel Moisture Project may be a week old or older.

· NWS 30-day weather outlook

· Weather station NFRDS number and name

Narrative Statement:
Provide a brief narrative statement of the interagency situation (local and/or geographic).  Each agency should request funds only for their respective needs, not for needs of another agency.  Sharing resources when all parties have needs is desirable.
Requested Resources:
Resources should be requested by type, quantity, and cost.  The severity cost estimation worksheet should be used in developing the cost for the resources requested.
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