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January 23, 2004

MEMORANDUM

To:

Chair, National Wildfire Coordinating Group 

From:

Chair, Safety and Health Working Team   /s/ Paul Broyles
Subject:
2003 SAFETY GRAM

The 2003 SAFETY GRAM is attached.  It summarizes wildland and prescribed fire fatalities, entrapments and vehicle accidents for all wildland fire management organizations throughout the United States in calendar year 2003.  New for the 2003 SAFETY GRAM is inclusion of two fatalities on an all risk incident, the Columbia Space Shuttle Recovery Project. 
The fatalities occurred in many types of our fire fighting activities.  We experienced seven fatalities from heart attacks, sickness and collapsing.  Twelve fire fighters were fatally injured in five driving accidents.  Seven people died in aviation related accidents while fighting fires.  Three fire fighters were entrapped and died in wildland fires.  One fire fighter lost his life on a prescribed fire.

Fire fighter safety will be enhanced when fire fighters learn about accidents, fatalities, entrapments occurring yearly.  Knowledge of past accidents aids in taking corrective actions to reduce the risks associated with fire fighting activities.

Please provide wide distribution of the 2003 SAFETY GRAM to your respective agencies.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions at (208) 387-5226 or Paul_Broyles@nps.gov.

Attachment – 3pp    
