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E.
Safety Refresher Training 
1. 
Policy
a.  
The Bureau of Indian affairs has adopted the NWCG policy of requiring all personnel who will serve in a fireline position to participate in 8 hours of annual safety refresher training.  In addition to red-carded BIA and tribal personnel, this includes all Emergency Fire Fighters (EFF) mobilized for local, regional or national use.  Refresher training may be provided in-house or on an interagency basis, as generally determined by the local and/or regional wildland fire coordinating group.  The refresher will include mandatory hands on fire shelter inspection and deployment practice.

b. 
Refresher training should include pertinent local safety issues, as well as discussions on the following:

· Entrapments - Use training and reference materials to study the risk management process (as identified in the Incident Response Pocket Guide) and rules of engagement (as appropriate to the participants, e.g., LCES, Standard Firefighting Orders, Eighteen Watch Out Situations, WFSA direction, Fire Management Plan priorities, etc.)

· Current Issues - Review and discuss identified “hot topics” and “national emphasis topics” as found on the current WFSTAR website (http://www.nifc.gov/wfstar/index.htm).  Review forecasts and assessments for the upcoming fire season and discuss implications for firefighter safety.

· Fire Shelter - Review and discuss last resort survival.  Conduct “hands-on” fire shelter inspections.  Practice shelter deployments in applicable crew/module configurations.  When possible practice shelter deployments should be conducted in rough terrain and windy conditions.  No “live fire” exercises for the purpose of fire shelter deployment training will be conducted.

· Other Hazards and Safety Issues - Choose additional hazard and safety subjects, which could include SAFENET, current safety alerts, site/unit specific safety issues and hazards.

c. 
An interagency initiative has been established to provide a centralized resource for instructors of refresher training.  It’s designed to assist fire programs in obtaining pertinent policy guidance and to help identify interagency materials used throughout the nation.  This web site can be found at:  http://www.nifc.gov/wfstar/index.htm
