Gone too soon
BLM, National Fire Community Lose Admired Friend and Colleague

[image: https://www.caringbridge.org/assets/ugc/1c/2l/d/53109853ab28b9b978bc4263.jpg]There was never any mistaking Dave Dash’s voice.  It was deep, authoritative and commanding.  It also emanated from a guy who personified a soft and golden heart and a refined sense of humor.    
Sadly, that voice was silenced not long before daybreak Tuesday, January 13, as Dave peacefully departed at the age of 64 following a battle with cancer.   He left as a much-loved and admired husband, father, grandfather, brother, friend and BLM colleague. 
Beginning in the 1970s as a seasonal employee in the Boise National Forest, Dave moved to Alaska where he soon made a name for himself with the BLM and quickly rose through the ranks of the fire program.   He initially worked as a Fire Suppression Specialist and later moved into a management role as chief of fire operations for the Alaska Fire Service where he supervised hotshot crews, smokejumpers and the entire fire response program.  He also served first as the deputy incident commander and then the commander of Alaska’s Type 1 Incident Management Team.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Later, Dave returned to Idaho as the BLM National Aviation program chief at the National Interagency Fire Center; and served a stint as the acting deputy director for the BLM’s Fire and Aviation program.
Dave retired from the BLM at NIFC in 2007 but his place and contributions, his voice and humor, and his friendship and leadership continue to resonate among the fire community and BLM family.  You are missed, Dave.
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