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[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Through the National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy, the FS is working with other federal agencies and local, state, and tribal governments to plan for, prevent, and safely respond to wildland fire across all lands and jurisdictions.

Wildfire Response
*Fire seasons have become longer and wildfires have become more frequent, bigger, and more severe due to climate change, drought, hazardous fuel buildups, insect infestations, and non-native plant invasions.  
*With one of the largest, most diverse, best equipped, and highly trained wildfire management organizations in the world, the FS is well prepared to respond to wildfires safely and effectively.  This year, the agency has more than 10,000 firefighters, 900 engines, and hundreds of aircraft available for wildfire response.
*Cooperation and collaboration with other federal agencies; state, local, and tribal government agencies; and volunteer fire departments are critical to safe and effective wildfire response.  
*Firefighter and public safety are the FS’s number one consideration in all wildfire management decisions.  The agency’s goal is for every firefighter to come home safely from every wildfire assignment.  We practice risk management at all organizational levels, however all the hazards in the wildland fire environment cannot be eliminated or fully mitigated; deployment of firefighters always requires exposing them to residual risks.  Our firefighters understand these risks and courageously accept them.     
*The FS engages wildfires in ways that reduce risk to firefighter and public safety, property, infrastructure, and valuable natural and cultural resources.  When conditions are right, the agency may manage all or part of some lightning caused fires to reduce hazardous fuels, improve habitat, and achieve other natural resource management objectives consistent with FS fire season and local Land Management Plan (LMP) direction.
*The FS continuously innovates to enhance the safety and effectiveness of wildfire response through efforts such as bringing Next Generation aircraft into service, reviewing fire shelter design and materials, and implementing a helicopter emergency medical short-haul program.  
*The FS supports efforts to change the way that wildfire suppression is funded to eliminate the need to reduce or transfer funds for hazardous fuels reduction and other important natural resource management programs to cover firefighting costs.      

Resilient Landscapes
*58 million acres of National Forest System lands are in or near the Wildland Urban Interface. Approximately 11 million will benefit from fuel treatments that reduce risk and increase ecosystem and community resilience.
*The FS reduces risks associated with uncharacteristic wildfires by conducting treatments such as mechanical thinning and prescribed fire and by taking advantage of opportunities to manage wildfires to perform their natural role in controlling fuel build-up and rejuvenating vegetation.  In 2014, the FS completed treatments on approximately 2.3 million acres of National Forest System lands.  
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Resilient Landscapes (continued)
*Treatments such as thinning and prescribed fires have been proven to be effective in changing fire behavior and providing for safer, more effective fire response on more than 1,700 wildfires on National Forest System lands over the last ten years.  
 *Thinning, prescribed fires, and managing wildfires to achieve natural resource management objectives can help prevent uncharacteristic wildfires with minimal impacts to air quality while smoke from uncharacteristic wildfires may pose significant risks to public health and safety. 

Fire-Adapted Communities
*As wildfire threats increase in the wildland urban interface, communities must learn to live with – in other words, adapt to – wildfires.
*Communities can reduce wildfire risk or adapt to wildfire by taking actions that will protect homes, neighborhoods, and communities from wildfires.  To learn what communities are doing to adapt to wildfire, visit http://facnetwork.org
*Reducing the loss of lives, property, infrastructure, and natural and cultural resources from wildfires depends on long-term collaborative community action.  The FAC Toolkit is available online at http://iafc.org/factToolkit
*The FS encourages communities to use tried and true mitigation practices (defensible space, local fire protection resources, mitigation and prevention education, safe zones, hazardous fuels treatments in and near communities, and collaborative partnerships) to reduce wildfire risk.
 *The FS, other federal agencies, tribes, states, local government, and community residents must work together to effectively prepare for and reduce wildfire risks.  Educational material is available at www.fs.fed.us/fire/prev_ed 







