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Protocols to Respond to
News Media and Video and Film Company Requests 
to fly Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS)
on National Forest System Lands

*Inform the Forest aviation staff, Forest Supervisor, and District Ranger of the request and secure their commitment to developing a collaborative response to the request.  Engage the Forest/District special uses staff in case a film permit is required.

* Ask news media and video and film production companies if they have received approval from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to fly UAS for commercial use.  Note:  The FAA has advised the U.S. Forest Service that news media, as well as video and film production companies, are considered commercial use, which requires  FAA approval (known as a Section 333 Exemption) and cannot fly UAS under hobby/recreation use guidelines.  News media representatives that want to discuss this further should contact the FAA Public Affairs office in Washington, DC at (202) 267-3883  

*If the news media outlet or video or film production company states that they have not received FAA approval to fly UAS for commercial purposes, inform them that the U.S. Forest Service cannot consider their request without that.  

*If the news media outlet or video or film production company states that they have received FAA approval to fly UAS for commercial purposes, verify that by asking them to provide a copy of their “Section 333 Exemption;” by checking the list of organizations that have received FAA approval to fly UAS for commercial purposes on the FAA website https://www.faa.gov/uas/legislative_programs/section_333/333_authorizations/ and/or by asking the Forest or Regional Office aviation staff to contact the FAA for confirmation.

*If you confirm that a news media outlet has a Section 333 exemption, Forest aviation staff should contact the Regional Aviation Officer to engage the FAA and ensure that all additional FAA permissions (i.e. Certificate of Authorization) are obtained.  If all of the additional FAA permissions cannot be obtained, inform the news media outlet that the U.S. Forest Service cannot consider their request without that.  If all of the FAA permissions are obtained, work with the Forest and Regional Office aviation staff, Forest Supervisor, and District Ranger to develop a Project Aviation Safety Plan and other measures to ensure that the news media flies the UAS safely and the Forest/District special uses staff to determine if a commercial film permit is required (note:  if a commercial film permit is required, the Project Aviation Safety Plan should be incorporated into it as an exhibit).  

[bookmark: _GoBack]*If you confirm that a video or film production company has a Section 333 exemption, Forest aviation staff should contact the Regional Aviation Officer to engage the FAA and ensure that all additional FAA permissions (i.e. Certificate of Authorization) are obtained.  If all of the additional FAA permissions cannot be obtained, inform the video or film production company that the U.S. Forest Service cannot consider their request without that.  If all of the FAA permissions are obtained, work with the Forest and Regional Office aviation staff, Forest Supervisor, and District Ranger to develop a Project Aviation Safety Plan and other measures to ensure that the video or film production company flies the UAS safely and the Forest/District special uses staff to issue a commercial film permit (again, ensure that the Project Aviation Safety Plan is incorporated into it as an exhibit).
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