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EFFORTS ON THE COAL CANYON FIRE CONTINUE

Hot Springs, SD – 
The lightning-ignited Coal Canyon Fire started on August 11, 2011 and is located nine miles north of Edgemont, SD. 

While the fire has yet to grow in size as quickly or ferociously as others in recent history, it has taken a much larger toll, a human life. The firefighting community is mourning the death of one of its own today. Our deepest sympathy and our thoughts and prayers go out to family and friends of Trampus Haskvitz, 23, who died yesterday while serving the state as a wildland firefighter. A web-page to honor his sacrifice is set up at http://www.honoringheroes.com/2011/08/south-dakota-line-of-duty-death-firefighter-trampus-haskvitz/

Four other firefighters received minor to moderate injuries as shifting winds rapidly spread flames into the area they were working. While firefighter safety is always the #1 priority when responding to incidents such as this, this is a sobering reminder of the inherent dangers of wildland firefighting.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Rocky Mountain Incident Management Team C, Jay Esperance Incident Commander, took over management of the fire this evening at 6 PM. Today the interagency management team spent the day assessing the fire. Plans are being made to help local agencies suppress the fire. Those efforts will expedite and focus the use of many additional resources (dozers, heavy (Type 1) helicopters, fixed wing aircraft, etc.) in the firefighting effort. 

Local crews from the Black Hills area are being supported by crews from across South Dakota, the region and beyond. The Zig Zag Hotshots, an elite type 1 crew from the state of Oregon arrived today, are one of a several hotshot crews on the fire. Hotshots are an highly well trained crew of firefighters that are experienced with the type of terrain this fire is located in. 

The Rocky Mountain Incident management team sends out its heartfelt condolences to all those suffering this loss, especially in the Hot Springs community. 


###


Media Notes: Media in the area are requested to stop in at Incident Command Post (ICP), located at Butler Park in Hot Springs or call Beth Hermanson at 605-381-7232.
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