
      
 

  
 

 

            
            
            
            
            
             
 

 
 

       
 
 

 
 

     
 

   
  

 
  

 
 

   
    

  

   
    

     
    

 
    

  
 

 
   

 
   

    
 
 

 
          
            
    
 
 

United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Washington, D.C. 20240-0036 
http://www.blm.gov 

In Reply Refer To: 
(740) 

September 29, 2009 

Memorandum 

To:	 Michelle Ryerson, Safety Manager, National Interagency Fire Center 

From:	 CAPT Edward Perez, USPHS, Occupational Health Manager, National 
Safety Office 

Subject:	 Responding to Wildland Fires in or near Abandoned Uranium Mines 

I have attached the final guidance document for “Responding to Wildland Fires in or near 
Abandoned Uranium Mines”. This is the final text that you, I and the fire community 
worked to develop.  The document includes a risk assessment by a certified health 
physicist.  The document provides background information on radiation and risk 
assessment modeling.  These models demonstrate that potential radiation exposures are 
not likely to approach 100 mrem per yr (maximum radiation exposure for the general 
public) and are consistent with the concept of keep exposures to radiation as low as 
reasonably allowable. 

In addition, general guidelines have been recommended at the end of the document. One 
of the more critical recommendations is that awareness training be provided to educate 
wildland firefighters in the risk associated with fires at abandoned uranium mines. 

Thank you for participating in the development of this document.  If you have any 
questions please feel free to contact me. 

Attachment 


