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Unified Command Transporting Medical Patients, Delivering Water and Food
 
The Crow Tribe, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Big Horn County DES and Indian Health Service are working seamlessly together to provide essential services in flood-beleaguered Big Horn County.  A unified command of incident management is sharing information while working to mitigate the effects of flooding.   
 
Staff from many agencies is coordinating to provide emergency transport of individuals and supplies as needed, monitor river flows, and begin to assess conditions of county and rural flooded roads.   Potable water, food and medicines were delivered to rural residents isolated by floodwaters today across the county.   The tribe is requesting that people interested in assisting with flood relief donate food and water to the Little Bighorn College in Crow Agency, MT.  Limited food, water, and emergency supplies were rationed Tuesday from a secured distribution center at Little Big Horn College to 80 people.  “We have to ration, yet there was only one disgruntled individual,” said David Yarlott, the college president. Financial donations can be sent to Dr. Yarlott at the college, or by calling 406.638.2247.
 
Tribal Chairman Cedric Black Eagle said, “We’re kind of doing a job that has been pushed on us by the Creator.  It’s an opportunity for people to come together, and I’m proud of how the community is working together and the outside community as well.”   

BIA Superintendent Vianna Stewart said, “This disaster knows no bounds.  I’m really thankful for the work everyone is putting in.”  

Randy Pretty On Top, BIA Incident Commander for the Crow Reservation Flood said, “We are not out of the woods yet, since the river is fluctuating up and down, depending on snow melt and rainfall.  Tribal Fish and Game wardens are assisting BIA law guarding road closures.  For the past week the incident management team and volunteers have been putting in 16-18 hours days.  One of the main goals for the team right now is to continue to provide food and water to isolated communities.  Some people are trying to negotiate passes in their vehicles, are getting stranded, which requires a diversion of incident resources to assist them.  Storms are affecting Pryor and Wyola.  Right now the incident team is not in a situation to stand down, since there could be renewed flooding if storms pass over Crow Agency.  The resources they have are very limited”.  

Limited medical services have been re-established on the Reservation by the Indian Health Service.   Since the hospital not very accessible, Building 172 (Not 171) in PHS Housing, north of the Crow Post Office, has become a temporary first aid-clinic that saw 54 patients Monday and 60 people on Tuesday.   It is open 8 am to 7 pm seven days a week.  The hospital emergency room remains open.

Public water in Crow Agency was safe to drink Tuesday, said Barbara Berkland, Tribal Water Specialist for the Environmental Protection Agency.  River water never entered either the BIA or Tribal water plant.  However, a temporary boil-water recommendation was expected for Crow, Pryor and Wyola for differing reasons in each town.  US EPA sent an engineer to Crow on Wednesday.  The protection specialist found some corrections that needed to be addressed, and by late Friday night they had been solved. All but one prisoner from Crow BIA Jail have been relocated to other facilities.  Water conservation is a must during this incident.
 
From Lodge Grass, still isolated by floodwaters, five medical or dialysis patients were transported Tuesday by boat and vehicle to Sheridan and to Billings for treatment.  Limited food brought by boat was given to senior citizens and the handicapped.  The clinic in Lodge Grass is open.  Red Cross and a Southern Baptist church provided 300 hot meals to Lodge Grass Wednesday night.

Montana Department of Transportation Internet site states that I-90 is open from Hardin, MT to Sheridan, WY on east bound traffic. Numerous roads and bridges were inaccessible on the reservation the past six days, but now only two main roads are closed. Highway 1 is closed due to washouts and Good Luck Road from St Xavier to Lodge Grass remains closed as bridges have been eroded and compromised. Pryor is now open to essential traffic and Highway 212. Travelers are warned stay away from standing water on roads-bridges, due to possible damage that could risk their safety. Many rural roads are washed out.  

Nearly 200 people are in a shelter at the Petro Hall at the Montana State University Billings.  If conditions worsen again, the facility is capable of handling 1600 people. One hundred and fifty of the evacuees are from the Crow Agency and other from surrounding areas affected by the flood.  Thirty Crow tribal member were in Sheridan, WY, last night due to the closed Interstate.  A shelter was set up by the Red Cross in Sheridan to house some of these people.
 
In Pryor, personnel delivered water and food to fifteen houses along Pryor Creek and assisted with a medical call on Old US 87.  Tuesday evening brought renewed flash flooding in Pryor. Sandbags were enroute at 8:00 pm.  The Pryor IHS Clinic is open 8:00 – 4:30.
 
A helicopter contracted by the Tribe carried an EMT Tuesday afternoon to a remote medical emergency in the Good Luck area, and went on one search and rescue mission where the missing person was located in the Wolf Mountains.  The helicopter observed several cars stuck on back roads.  Yarlott warned citizens to stay off of rural roads until they dry out.  
 
A few evacuations took place Tuesday along Rosebud Creek on the Northern Cheyenne Reservation.   Ed Auker, Big Horn County Emergency Services Coordinator said, “We are moving from a response to a recovery phase, looking at where we need to be in the future.”  The Montana State Department of Emergency Service is now delivering food and water to the Crow Reservation. Mr. Auker reported that water near the Tongue River Reservoir spillway prompted precautionary planning on the Northern Cheyenne Reservation.  

New landslides in the Little Rockies have backed up “lots of water” in the hills above Hays on the Fort Belknap Reservation.  Further west, the Blackfeet Reservation also expects flooding.   

Agencies contributing to the incident include: Bureau of Indian Affairs, Bureau of Land Management, National Weather Service, Montana Highway Patrol, Montana Department of Transportation, US Geological Survey, Environmental Protection Agency, American Red Cross, Army Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Reclamation, Farm Service Agency, and National Park Service.  

The Montana National Guard may also assist the Crow Tribe with roadblocks, emergency medical transport, and other duties beginning Thursday, May 26. “We’re working on specific logistics and objectives for the National Guard, so they begin the mission bringing trucks,” said Black Eagle. Lt. Colonel Scott Smith mentioned during a briefing on Wednesday, that the guard is standing ready to transport people, food, support law enforcement or provide some aviation, once they are given the order to move.  Even though BIA Crow Agency offices are closed, many of the local staff is supporting the incident as volunteers.  
 
Evening and overnight rains are predicted to crest the Little Big Horn River Wednesday morning about 10 am at over 11 feet.  Flash flood warnings were issued Wednesday afternoon for areas of Big Horn County. As of Wednesday afternoon, weather forecasters are predicting two weather systems to come through this weekend, which could worsen flood conditions.
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