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Training Opportunity!


On May 7-11, 2012, the Great Basin Training Unit is hosting S-203, Introduction to Incident Information.

S-203 is the entry level course for employees who are interested in working as a Public Information Officer on wildland fires and other incidents.  The course covers community relations, media relations and internal information topics.  Students will learn the ins and outs of mobilizing to an incident as a PIO, how to assemble and package information, and how to give interviews for print, radio and television reporters.  Students will get to meet and talk to journalists who cover wildland fire stories.  

The class will be held at the Great Basin Training Unit facilities at the National Interagency Fire Center in Boise, Idaho.  Students will have the opportunity to take a short tour of the Fire Center.

Holding the course at NIFC gives course students a unique opportunity to learn from experts at the nation’s wildland fire support center.  The instructor cadre will include many of the public and external affairs specialists who work at NIFC, in addition to public information officers who serve on Type 1 and Type 2 incident management teams.

Tuition for the course is $100.  Additional information can be found at www.nationalfiretraining.net.  If you are interested in attending this course, contact your unit fire training officer and ask him/her to nominate you in IQCS by March 1, 2012.  For information about the National Interagency Fire Center, visit www.nifc.gov. 

For more information, contact GBTU course coordinator Rebecca Sorensen at (208) 387-5324 (email: rsorensen@blm.gov) or Ken Frederick at (208) 387-5508 (email: kfrederi@blm.gov).
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