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BLM Director, NIFC Award Prestigious Pulaski Award To Idaho Groups
       
Boise, ID – In a ceremony at the BLM Idaho State Office today, BLM Director Neil Kornze joined Meagan Conry, chair of the National Interagency Fire Center Governing Board in presenting the Pulaski Award, an annual national award, to four Idaho recipients for their cooperative efforts to enhance wildland fire response in southern Idaho.  Based on their commitment and effectiveness in 2013, their inaugural year, the Three Creek and Saylor Creek Rangeland Fire Protection Associations (RFPA) will join the Twin Falls and Boise District BLM fire programs, both of which were instrumental in helping establish and train the associations, in receiving the award.
“These organizations are an excellent example of state and federal agencies working together to meet the challenges on the land,” Kornze said.  “These RFPAs are extremely effective in helping the BLM respond to fires in remote areas and better protect lives, property and resources, including critical sage-grouse habitat.” 
Conry echoed those sentiments. “The hard work and collaboration between federal agencies, local landowners and ranchers has created an outstanding partnership in wildland fire management,” she said.  “Together the Saylor Creek and Three Creek RFPAs exhibited outstanding group performance in fire management and operations, safely. We hope such collaborative efforts will continue inspiring and informing new efforts across the country.”
 The State of Idaho established and supports the RFPAs and the BLM trains them in firefighting tactics, operations and safety.  The RFPAs enhance response to fire ignitions, particularly in remote areas, and on numerous occasions in 2013 worked alongside the BLM to contain fires before they became large conflagrations.  
“Most importantly, everyone came home safely after each operation,” Conry said.  “This is a testimony to quality firefighter training, a commitment to safety, and diligent communications and teamwork,” 
A Pulaski is a specialized firefighting tool named for Ed Pulaski, who was credited with leading a group of firefighters to safety during the massive blowup of 1910 which burned approximately 3 million acres from north Idaho into Montana. 
The Pulaski Award is given annually by the NIFC fire directors for outstanding contributions to wildland firefighting and America’s wildland firefighters.  The award is a fitting achievement for the exemplary collaboration and outstanding partnership among the RFPAs and BLM.  For more information on Idaho’s RFPAs please visit:  http://www.blm.gov/id/st/en/prog/fire/citizens_fighting0.html  
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