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When is Fire Season?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Hi.  I’m Esther Frederick, and I’m a volunteer at the National Interagency Fire Center in Boise, ID.  NIFC frequently gets calls from the news media and the public asking, “When does fire season start?”  

Well, fire season rarely happens everywhere all at once; rather, it migrates its way across the country, from the Southern states to the mountainous regions of northern Washington and Idaho and the coastal states of Oregon and California.  In Southeastern states like Florida, Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi, and Texas, fire season is in the winter months.  This is because of seasonal drying of fuels, seasonally warm temperatures, and precipitation patterns.  Also, the winter weather patterns in the West don’t allow for fires there.  

By spring, fire season works its way west, and New Mexico, Colorado, and Arizona start to feel the heat, literally!  Around June, most of the western states are involved in battling blazes, even though the snowfall keeps fires in the mountains of Northern Washington, Idaho, and Montana at a low.  In July, the monsoon season shuts down fires in the Southwest. Across most of the West, though, July means hot, dry weather.  Fire season continues for another one to two months, but by mid-fall, much of the West is out of fire season.  

One exception to this is Southern California, where, in November, hot, dry winds, called the Santa Anna winds, begin another mini-fire season.  So where are you?  When does your fire season start?  Here in Boise, we are getting ready for our upcoming fire season, and I encourage you to do the same. 

Thank you.
