Podcast


Hi, this is Ken Frederick with the National Interagency Fire Center.  As we move into fall, the 2012 wildland fire season—for much of the country at least—is finally winding down.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]It’s been a long and tough year on the firelines.  Early in the fire season, Arizona, New Mexico and especially Colorado were hit hard by major fires.  Thousands of people were evacuated, and hundreds of homes were destroyed by wildfires.  

Surprisingly, the fire situation moderated during July.  By the middle of the month, the number of large fires being actively managed dipped to as low as 22, triggering a sharp reduction in the National Preparedness Level by late July.  But by the start of August, conditions were shifting back toward high fire activity.  Within just the first eight days of August, the National Preparedness Level jumped twice and reached PL 4.  

As summer wore on, the wildfire season became entrenched across a wide swath of the middle and western U.S.  Large fires began burning in Utah, Idaho, Oregon, Wyoming and Montana.  By late August, thirty-one incident management teams of various configurations were assigned across the country.

Idaho seemed to get more than its share of major fires during the late summer.  By themselves, three mega-fires, the Mustang Complex, and the Halstead and the Trinity Ridge fires, eventually burned nearly 670,000 acres of forest and mixed conifer lands in central and northeastern Idaho.  

Even into September, lightning kept starting fires.  A low pressure system on September 9th swept a massive set of thunderstorms across the Northwest and into Northern Idaho and Montana, triggering an unbelievable show of lightning.  Unfortunately, these thunderstorms produced only sporadic rain, while touching off dozens of fires.  By the middle of September, eight major fire complexes and more than 20 single large fires were being fought across the Northwest and Northern Rockies.

So what were some of the big stories of 2012?

First, a lot of ground burned this year in spite of having fewer fires.  So far, about 8.9 million acres has burned in 2012.  That puts this year in third place on the list of acres burned since 1960.  Yet the number of fires responsible for that large amount of acreage burned is about 14,000 fewer than the 10-year average.

Second, it was another tough year for wildfires in the urban interface.  It seemed like evacuations were happening all over the place throughout most of the fire season, and statistics bear that out.  Eleven states have experienced fires that burned 50 or more structures.  Ten fires destroyed at least 50 residences each this year, and the total number of residences destroyed reached 2,190 by late October.  

Any way you add that up, it was a difficult fire season.  Let’s hope that trend is broken over the fall and winter months.

For more information, check back with www.nifc.gov in the future.
