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Idaho
Greater Sage-Grouse

Habitat
- June 2015 -

Data Sources:
BLM Administrative Boundaries and Office Locations: Downloa ded from  GeoSpa tia l 
Ga tewa y, 05/20/2015.
BLM Proposed Plan Habitat Category Data: Sub m itted by ea c h  individua l BLM EIS between 
Feb rua ry 2015 a nd Ma rc h  2015.
BLM/FS Sagebrush Focal Areas: Da ta  provided by FWS, a c c om pa nying  Mem ora ndum  
FWS/AES/058711 (10/27/2014), a nd m odified by th e BLM in 2015 to rem ove a rea s with in th e 
La nder EIS a nd revised to be a  sub set of PHMA. Current a s of 6/11/2015.

Description:
BLM/FS Sagebrush Focal Areas (SFA): In Octob er 2014, Mem ora ndum  FWS/AES/058711 wa s 
provided to th e BLM a nd th e US Forest Service b y th e USFWS identifying  “h ig h ly im porta nt 
la ndsc a pes” or “strong h olds” for GR SG. Th ese a rea s fa ll la rg ely with in PHMA polyg ons, a nd m eet 
th e criteria  of h a ving  h ig h  qua lity sa ge-g rouse h a b ita t, h ig h  b reeding  densities, h ig h  ecolog ic a l
resilience, a nd low susceptib ility to clim a te c h a ng e. Sub sequently, th roug h  th e la nd use pla n 
revisions/a m endm ents, th e BLM esta b lish ed th ese polyg ons a s SFA. Wh en determ ining priorities 
for fire prepa redness, suppression a nd fuels m a na g em ent, SFA sh ould be c onsidered th e h ig h est 
sa g eb rush  va lue to protect, conserve, a nd restore.
Priority Habitat Management Areas (PHMA) and General Habitat Management Areas (GHMA):
Grea ter Sa g e-Grouse h a b ita t cla sses utilized with in recently relea sed GR SG la nd use pla n 
revisions a nd a m endm ents. PHMA a nd GHMA loosely correspond to, a nd reflect a  refinem ent of, 
Prelim ina ry Priority Ha b ita t (PPH) a nd Prelim ina ry Genera l Ha b ita t (PGH), a nd will repla c e PPH 
a nd PGH wh en th e R ecords of Dec ision a re sig ned in la te sum m er 2015 (Note th a t th e GR SG 
h a b ita t for th e Bi-Sta te popula tion in CA/NV is not desc rib ed b y PHMA or GHMA. All Bi-Sta te 
h a b ita t is now Priority Ha b ita t). PHMA is a  h ig h er va lue priority to protect, conserve a nd restore 
th a n GHMA, a nd GHMA is prioritized h ig h er th a n oth er sa g eb rush  vegeta tion.


