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BLM/FS Sag ebrush  Focal Areas

Priority Habitat Manag em ent Areas
General Habitat Manag em ent Areas

Colum bia Basin - Priority Areas for
Conservation (PAC)
Colum bia Basin - R ec overy Habitat

BLM State Office Bound aries
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BLM Field Office Boundaries
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!. Ad m inistrative Distric t Office
!. Ad m inistrative Field  Office

!.
Field Stations, Monum ents, and 
Oth er Ad m inistrative Types

Data Sources:
BLM Administrative Boundaries and Office Locations:
Download ed from  GeoSpatial Gateway, 05/20/2015.
BLM Proposed Plan Habitat Category Data: Subm itted
by eac h  ind ividual BLM EIS between February 2015 and 
Marc h 2015.
BLM/FS Sagebrush Focal Areas: Data provid ed by FWS,
ac c om panying  Mem orand um  FWS/AES/058711 (10/27/2014),
and  m od ified  by th e BLM in 2015 to rem ove areas with in th e 
Land er EIS and revised to be a subset of PHMA. Current 
as of 07/07/2015.
Columbia Basin Population: Acquired from  th e WA Departm ent 
of Fish and  Wild life on 03/04/2015.

Description:
BLM/FS Sagebrush Focal Areas (SFA): In October 2014, 
Mem orandum  FWS/AES/058711 was provid ed  to the BLM and the
US Forest Service by the USFWS identifying  “h ig h ly im portant
land scapes” or “strong h old s” for GR SG. These areas fall larg ely 
with in PHMA polyg ons, and  m eet th e c riteria of having  h ig h  quality
sag e-g rouse h abitat, h ig h  breed ing  d ensities, h ig h  ecolog ical
resilience, and low susceptibility to c lim ate c h ang e. Subsequently,
th roug h  the land  use plan revisions/am end m ents, th e BLM
establish ed  these polyg ons as SFA. Wh en d eterm ining  priorities for
fire prepared ness, suppression and  fuels m anag em ent, SFA sh ould
be c onsid ered  the h ig h est sag ebrush  value to protec t, c onserve,
and  restore.
Priority Habitat Management Areas (PHMA) and 
General Habitat Management Areas (GHMA):
Greater Sag e-Grouse habitat c lasses utilized  with in recently released 
GR SG land use plan revisions and  am end m ents. PHMA and GHMA
loosely c orrespond  to, and reflec t a refinem ent of, Prelim inary Priority
Habitat (PPH) and Prelim inary General Habitat (PGH), and will
replace PPH and PGH wh en the R ec ord s of Dec ision are sig ned  in
late sum m er 2015 (Note th at the GR SG habitat for th e Bi-State
population in CA/NV is not desc ribed  by PHMA or GHMA. All Bi-
State habitat is now Priority Habitat). PHMA is a h ig h er value priority
to protec t, c onserve and  restore than GHMA, and  GHMA is
prioritized  h ig h er than oth er sag ebrush  veg etation.
Columbia Basin Distinct Population Segment (DPS):
Priority Areas for Conservation (PAC):  Areas offering  sig nificant 
concentrations of sh rub-steppe with  populations of sag e-g rouse. 
PACs will be viewed as a h ig h er priority than R ec overy Habitat when 
establish ing  priorities for fire prepared ness, suppression actions, 
and  fuels m anag em ent.
Recovery Habitat:Unoc cupied  areas th at c ontain sig nificant 
concentrations of sh rub-steppe and  have potential for c ontributing  
to rec overy. R ec overy Habitat will be viewed as a h ig h er priority 
th an oth er, non-desig nated areas relative to habitat im portance..
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