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Description:
BLM/FS Sagebrush Focal Areas (SFA): In Octobe r 2014, Me m orand um  FWS /AES /058711 w as 
provid e d  to th e  BLM and  th e US  Fore st S e rvice  by th e US FWS  id e ntifying “h igh ly im portant 
land scape s” or “strongh old s” for GRS G. Th e se areas fall large ly w ith in PHMA polygons, and  m e e t 
th e crite ria of h aving h igh  quality sage -grouse  h abitat, h igh  bre e d ing d e nsitie s, h igh  e cological
re silie nce , and  low  susceptibility to clim ate  ch ange. S ubse que ntly, th rough  th e  land use plan 
revisions/am e nd m e nts, th e BLM e stablish e d  th e se polygons as S FA. Wh e n d e te rm ining prioritie s 
for fire prepare d ne ss, suppre ssion and  fue ls m anage m e nt, S FA sh ould  be  consid e re d  th e h igh e st 
sagebrush  value to protect, conse rve, and re store.
Priority Habitat Management Areas (PHMA) and General Habitat Management Areas (GHMA):
Gre ate r S age-Grouse  h abitat classe s utilize d w ith in rece ntly re le ase d GRS G land  use  plan 
revisions and am e nd m e nts. PHMA and  GHMA loose ly corre spond to, and  refle ct a refine m e nt of, 
Pre lim inary Priority Habitat (PPH) and Pre lim inary Ge ne ral Habitat (PGH), and w ill replace PPH 
and  PGH w h e n th e Record s of Decision are  signe d in late  sum m e r 2015 (Note  th at th e GRS G 
h abitat for th e  Bi-S tate  population in CA/NV is not d e scribe d by PHMA or GHMA. All Bi-S tate 
h abitat is now  Priority Habitat). PHMA is a h igh e r value priority to prote ct, conse rve and  re store  
th an GHMA, and GHMA is prioritize d h igh e r th an oth e r sage brush  ve ge tation.
GUSG Occupied Habitat:
Areas of suitable h abitat k now n to be use d by GUS G at th e tim e  of th e ES A listing d e cision. Th is 
includ e s areas of suitable h abitat contiguous w ith  areas of k now n use , w h ich  d o not h ave  e ffective 
barrie rs to sage -grouse m ove m e nt from  k now n use are as, unle ss spe cific inform ation exists th at 
d ocum e nts th e  lack of sage -grouse  use . Are as d e signate d  by th e FWS  as occupie d h abitat sh ould  
be assum e d  to be incorporate d  into th is d e scription.
GUSG Unoccupied Habitat:
Areas w h ich  are e ith e r: 1. Curre ntly suitable  h abitat, but not contiguous w ith  occupie d  h abitat and 
a) h as not be e n ad e quate ly inve ntorie d , or b) h as not h ad  d ocum e ntation of grouse pre se nce  in th e  
past 10 years, OR 2. Capable  of supporting sagebrush  com m unitie s base d on soils or oth e r site 
ch aracte ristics but m ay ne e d  practical re storation activitie s applie d . Areas d e signate d  by FWS  as 
unoccupie d  h abitat sh ould  be  assum e d to be  incorporate d into th is d e scription.

Data Sources:
BLM Administrative Boundaries and Office Locations: Dow nload e d  from  Ge oS patial 
Gate w ay, 05/20/2015.
BLM Proposed Plan Habitat Category Data: S ubm itte d  by each  ind ivid ual BLM EIS  be tw e e n 
February 2015 and March  2015.
BLM/FS Sagebrush Focal Areas: Data provid e d  by FWS , accom panying Me m orand um  
FWS /AES /058711 (10/27/2014), and m od ifie d  by th e  BLM in 2015 to re m ove areas w ith in th e  
Land e r EIS  and  re vise d  to be a subse t of PHMA. Curre nt as of 6/11/2015.
Gunnison SG (GUSG) Occupied/Unoccupied Habitat: Acquire d  from  th e  BLM CO S tate  Office 
on 06/22/2015.  

All GUS G h abitat is valuable  to th e  long-te rm  survival of th e  spe cie s and  sh ould  be th e  h igh e st prioritie s for conse rvation and  prote ction d uring fire  ope rations and  fue ls m anage m e nt d e cision m ak ing. Wh e n 
suppre ssion re source s are  w id e ly available , m axim um  efforts sh ould  be place d  on lim iting fire  grow th  in th e se  polygons. Wh e n suppre ssion re source s are  not w id e ly available , th e  GUS G occupie d  h abitat 
m ay be vie w e d  as m ore  valuable  th an GUS G unoccupie d  w h e n prioritie s are  e stablish e d . Because  GUS G is a fe d e rally liste d  specie s und e r th e  End ange re d  S pe cie s Act, e m e rge ncy consultation 
w ill h ave to be cond ucte d  for all w ild land  fire  for th e  bird  and  its h abitats.


