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- June 2015 -

Data Sources:
BLM Administrative Boundaries and Office Locations: Download e d  from  Ge oS patial Gateway, 05/20/2015.
BLM Proposed Plan Habitat Category Data: S ubm itte d  by each  ind ivid ual BLM EIS  be twe e n February 2015 
and March  2015.
BLM/FS Sagebrush Focal Areas: Data provid e d  by FWS , accom panying Me m orand um  FWS /AES /058711 
(10/27/2014), and m od ifie d  by th e  BLM in 2015 to re m ove areas with in th e  Land e r EIS  and re vise d  to be a 
subse t of PHMA. Curre nt as of 07/07/2015.
Columbia Basin Population: Acquire d from  th e  WA De partm e nt of Fish  and Wild life on 03/04/2015.

Description:
BLM/FS Sagebrush Focal Areas (SFA): In Octobe r 2014, Me m orand um  FWS /AES /058711 was 
provid e d  to th e  BLM and th e  US  Forest S e rvice by th e  US FWS  id e ntifying “h igh ly im portant 
land scape s” or “strongh old s” for GRS G. Th e se  are as fall large ly with in PHMA polygons, and m e e t 
th e  crite ria of h aving h igh  quality sage -grouse  h abitat, h igh  bre e d ing d e nsitie s, h igh  e cological
re silie nce , and low susce ptibility to clim ate ch ange. S ubse que ntly, th rough  th e  land  use plan 
revisions/am e nd m e nts, th e  BLM establish e d  th e se  polygons as S FA. Wh e n d e te rm ining prioritie s 
for fire  pre pare d ne ss, suppre ssion and  fue ls m anage m e nt, S FA sh ould  be  consid e re d  th e  h igh e st 
sage brush  value  to prote ct, conse rve , and re store .
Priority Habitat Management Areas (PHMA) and General Habitat Management Areas (GHMA):
Gre ate r S age -Grouse h abitat classes utilize d  with in re ce ntly re le ase d  GRS G land use  plan 
revisions and  am e nd m e nts. PHMA and GHMA loose ly corre spond  to, and re fle ct a refine m e nt of, 
Pre lim inary Priority Habitat (PPH) and Pre lim inary Ge ne ral Habitat (PGH), and will re place PPH 
and  PGH wh e n th e  Re cord s of Decision are signe d  in late  sum m e r 2015 (Note th at th e  GRS G 
h abitat for th e  Bi-S tate population in CA/NV is not d e scribe d  by PHMA or GHMA. All Bi-S tate 
h abitat is now Priority Habitat). PHMA is a h igh e r value  priority to prote ct, conse rve  and  restore  
th an GHMA, and  GHMA is prioritize d  h igh e r th an oth e r sage brush  ve ge tation.
Columbia Basin Distinct Population Segment (DPS):
Priority Areas for Conservation (PAC):  Are as offe ring significant conce ntrations of sh rub-ste ppe
with  populations of sage -grouse . PACs will be  vie we d  as a h igh e r priority th an Re cove ry Habitat 
wh e n e stablish ing prioritie s for fire  pre pare d ne ss, suppre ssion actions, and fue ls m anage m e nt.
Recovery Habitat: Unoccupie d  areas th at contain significant conce ntrations of sh rub-ste ppe  and 
h ave  pote ntial for contributing to recove ry. Recove ry Habitat will be vie we d  as a h igh e r priority 
th an oth e r, non-d e signate d  are as re lative to h abitat im portance .
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