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The following information is an update from the Department of the Interior, Wildland Firefighter Medical Standards Program (DOI MSP) Oversight Group.

As you are aware the examination processes for the DOI MSP have changed beginning February 18, 2011.  You will find the updated Wildland Firefighter Exam and Screening Protocol attached.  The intent of this matrix is to provide guidance on implementation of the program for various categories of arduous duty employees.  As the DOI MSP reassesses the situation these processes will change and become more comprehensive, with the goal of full implementation of the exam process for all employees.

At this time the Annual Exam package is not ready for use.  Therefore, Annual Exams cannot be performed.  However, employees who fit into the categories which allow the use of the Health Screen Questionnaire (HSQ) may begin using the HSQ and taking the Work Capacity Test at the arduous level.  The HSQ form can be down loaded from the DOI MSP New Exam Process link at http://www.nifc.gov/medical_standards/Links/index.html.  We will notify the field when the Annual Exam packet is ready for use.

Individuals in leadership positions of this program have worked diligently with the goal of providing a comprehensive exam process to field users and recognize the difficulties associated with changing the exam process. The DOI MSP remains intact with only the exam process changing. The intent of the DOI MSP is to provide a realistic, effective, medical standards program that provides for firefighter health and safety with minimal implementation challenges.

In the attached document you will find the updated exam process with employment categories and exam criteria.  When the Annual Exam packet is ready implementation will be driven at the field level.  Exams will be scheduled by field personnel at a local clinic.  Employees will down load the Annual exam packet from the website, answer the exam questions, take the exam packet into the clinic, undergo the physical exam, and receive a clearance determination of Cleared or Not Cleared by the attending clinician.  Agency specific guidance on payment for the exam will be forthcoming through agency channels.  More detailed guidance pertaining to Annual Exams will be provided when the packet is ready.

The Risk Mitigation/Waiver process as outlined in the DOI MSP website toolboxes (http://www.nifc.gov/medical_standards/index.html) remains in effect.  

Since implementation of the contract with MDI each Pending Further Evaluation and Not Cleared case has undergone an audit by the DOI MSP.  Employees in the Not Cleared status may submit further medical information through the DOI MSP for Medical Review Officer (MRO) consideration at any time but may not use the Health Screen Questionnaire to circumvent their Not Cleared status.  Similarly, if you previously pursued a waiver or risk mitigation (or waiver with restrictions) memo and were denied you may submit further medical information for MRO review.  However, you may not directly pursue a waiver or risk mitigation memo for the same condition without new information on your medical condition first being considered by the MRO.

Questions regarding the DOI Wildland Firefighter Medical Standards Program may be directed to the DOI MSP Customer Service Representatives or your respective agency’s Wildland Fire Safety Program Manager. The DOI MSP website will continue to be your best source for current information, job aids, and process direction.  The website can be found at http://www.nifc.gov/medical_standards/. 
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