NIFC Employees Association (NEA)
February 6, 2013

Attendees:
Elna Black – Co-Chair
Betty Percival – Vice Chair
Kris King – Treasurer
Sandra Braseth – Secretary
Bill Kaage – Fire Director Liaison
Einar Norton – General Engineer
Jerry Cummings – Retiree
Paul Naman – Site Facilities Chief
Shannon Tippett – Member-at-Large

Treasurer’s Report   
· The current balance in the checkbook is $14,000.15. 
· *NEA merchandise sales:
· 1/14  		 $    60.00
· 1/14		 $  377.50
· 1/28 		 $  181.00
· All Employee BBQ	 $1,978.22
· Quarterly Taxes Paid:	 N/A

Governing Board Update
Moved forward to next month.  A meeting is being scheduled for February 22, 2013.
Action Item:  Bill will discuss agency member-at-large participation and the trail proposal.

Walking Path
Although the NIFC Master Plan already has a path lined out, Bill suggests we do a formal proposal (white paper) with basic objectives, cost benefit (build and maintain), NEA involvement ($8K), etc. for him to provide to the Governing Board.  Einar provided the basic mapping of the path and will have the “student” employee determine the materials needed to project costs for 4” sub-base (6” where required for driving) and 3” top layer.

Jerry Cummings, Einar Norton and Paul Naman reported on potential plans, equipment and product needs.  It appears the most cost effective substance is recycled asphalt that is ground up.  The grass would have to be cut out, possibly rototilled, placed and rolled to pack it down.  Jerry will check with Tate’s Rents for cost of equipment rental for the grass cutter, rototiller, roller 5’ blade and roller.  All estimates will be sent to Elna.

Einar will contact BSU’s Engineering Department for a project to gain experience.

NEA Constitution/Bylaws
Move to next meeting.

Exercise Class
Discussed the Survey Monkey results that indicated varying days and times, but TWH at 5p seemed to work for most.  There are many yoga studios in the area who offer classes.  Suggestion: Try an instructor led class ($50) a couple of months to see how many participants were interested. Cancelled due to lack of volunteers to organize.  

Event Supplies
Move to next meeting.

CY 13 Healthy Living Challenge
Ready to go; however, a low number of participants have signed up.

Office Name Tags
Move to next meeting.

Coins
Betty checked on pricing.  If all in color (10 different colors), the price would be $9/each to purchase.  If colored flag only (not agency colors), a price is being researched to get the cost down.  Adding epoxy is an extra .15 or .30/side; but would lengthen the life of the coin.

NPS Passports
Betty checked on pricing ($8.95), but someone would have to purchase with a credit card, and then be reimbursed.  NEA would “own” the passports and retain any profit received from a higher cost; however, individuals can purchase directly from the website or parks.

Community Opportunities
Elna reports she is volunteering for tax preparation for the low income and elderly.  She’s posted information on all the bulletin boards throughout NIFC, but they appear to have been taken down.  

Valentine Cookie Sales, Thursday 2/14/13
Betty will send out an email asking for volunteers to help with distribution. Karen Miranda-Gleason suggested a centralized location for any overabundance of cookies received that could be donated and shared with the homeless shelter.  They can be collected at the front desk for Karen to coordinate and deliver.

Tax Relief Breakfast 4/23 or 4/24
Sandra met with BIA - Lisa Street to see if they would still host a Tax Relief Breakfast.  The MPR has been reserved for this breakfast. Lisa will coordinate within BIA. 

Kids Easter
Betty will send out an email soliciting a volunteer to coordinate the event.  If not, the event will be cancelled.

Free Pizza Feed 3/13 or 3/14
The smokejumpers will host the NEA free pizza feed in March.  Betty will finalize the date in March for this event.  This All Employee meeting will include the need for volunteers for the NEA group.

Tree Tote
Elna did we get a tote?
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February Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 7, 2013 at 12:30 p.m. in the BIA/FWS Conference room. 
