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July 29, 2014

To:		Geographic Area Coordination Group Chairs

From:		National Multi-Agency Coordinating Group

NMAC Correspondence #2014-14

Subject:		Frequency Use SAFENET Response

Recently there were two SAFENETs posted regarding interference on the IHC internal crew channels. Attached is the response to the SAFENET. There are a couple of key points crew members need to keep in mind when doing a risk assessment for communications when on a fire assignment. 
The four “Common Use Channels” are shared amongst many users in many areas of the country. While each crew is provided with tone codes to help cut down on interference, these codes do not always prevent interference. These channels were established in 2007 with the understanding that they would be used by the crews in support of intra-crew logistical communications. The channels were never intended to be used for tactical purposes due to the fact there can be no guarantee of zero interference. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Frequencies are critical scarce resources.  Those within the wildland fire community that have the responsibility to help provide and coordinate radio frequencies work diligently at high activity levels to supply incidents with additional radio frequencies. The use of those frequencies is closely monitored both internally and by the FCC. 
Communications has been and will continue to be an ongoing challenge when life safety risks are involved. All of us, in all aspects of wildland fire, play an important role ensuring that we can safely operate in the fire environment. We need to continue to be involved in the development of solutions and good lessons learned that can be shared widely.
Please take the time to share the message regarding the need for good communications included in the SAFENET and the response. This important topic should not only be shared with your IHC crews but all who have a role in fire management. 
Thank you for your diligence in this matter. 

/s/ Aitor Bidaburu
NMAC Chair
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