	National Multi-Agency Coordinating Group
3833 South Development Avenue; Boise, ID 83705



August 20, 2013

To:  		Geographic Area Coordinating Group Chairs

From:		National Multi-Agency Coordinating (NMAC) Group 

NMAC Correspondence #2013-11

Subject:	National Preparedness Level 5 Direction and Considerations

The NMAC is elevating the National Preparedness Level to 5 based on national activity and resource commitment levels.  This decision initiates the following specific management direction and considerations that are key at this level of activity:

· [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Prescribed fire application can be initiated or continued if the proposed action is approved by an agency at the Regional or State Office level and local resources are available to carry out the application without additional outside resource needs. This approval must be based on an assessment of risk, impacts of the proposed actions on Area resources and activities, and include feedback from the Geographic Multi-agency Coordinating (GMAC) Group. The GMAC provides information or perspectives to agencies wishing to proceed with or implement a prescribed fire application.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]For prescribed fire application to be initiated or continued that requires additional support of resources from outside the local unit or require resource ordering of an IMT, a National MAC representative must assess risk and impacts of the proposed action and present to NMAC for review prior to proceeding. The final decision to implement resides with the implementing agency.
· Agencies wishing to proceed with an incident strategy other than full suppression will consult with GMAC and their Geographic Area NMAC Representative. The final decision to implement resides with the implementing agency.
· If the agency decides to implement, incident strategies must consider the short and long term resource requirements for all new and existing wildland fires (planned and unplanned) to ensure efficient resource utilization for identified priorities.

In addition, NMAC requires the following additional information:
· A current Organizational Needs Analysis for commitment of any Area Command, national Type 1 or Type 2 Incident Management Team, or NIMO team prior to mobilization.  This also applies to incident management teams within the requesting Geographic Area.


Incident Organizational Needs Analysis should be emailed to: cod@nifc.blm.gov or faxed to 208-387-5663, Attention Susie Stingley-Russell.

Please review additional PL5 requirements in the National Interagency Mobilization Guide. Contact your NMAC Liaison if you have any questions.



/s/ John Segar
Chair, NMAC
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