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August 12, 2013

To:  		Geographic Area Coordinating Group Chairs
[bookmark: _GoBack]
From:		National Multi Agency Coordinating Group

NMAC Correspondence #2013-07

Subject:	Appropriate Use of Radio Frequencies

Recently, the National Multi-Agency Coordinating Group (NMAC) was notified that unassigned/unauthorized frequencies are being used by wildland fire personnel.
 One example is use of Multi-User Radio Service (MURS) frequencies, which are set aside for the general public and are not authorized for use on federal incidents. Another is use of a BLM-specific frequency for non-BLM tactical operations, which creates interference on the frequency, affecting the authorized users.  This unauthorized frequency use compromises personnel safety, is illegal, and could have serious safety-related consequences.
 All personnel are required to use only assigned and authorized frequencies for intra-crew, division, tactical, command, and air operations.  When using unassigned/unauthorized frequencies, personnel are operating outside of the Incident Communications Plan (ICS-205) and are using frequencies not authorized by the Communications Unit Leader (COML), National Telecommunication and Information Administration (NTIA), Federal Communications Commission (FCC), and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).  Failure to follow the approved communications plan creates gaps that can lead to missed emergency communications and reduce situational awareness of normal incident traffic.
 Radio frequencies are approved only for local/sub-geographic areas and when travelling to or from a fire; these frequencies cannot be utilized outside of those areas or intended use.  Unauthorized use of these frequencies may have other severe consequences, such as triggering water dam flow controls or impacting law enforcement or medical response missions.
 Units and individuals found using unauthorized/unassigned frequencies are subject to disciplinary action that could include a Federal Communications Commission (FCC) monetary fine as high as $10,000 per violation.
 This is a very serious issue that deserves diligence on the part of agency administrators, radio and frequency managers, and fire management personnel.  It is important to ensure that firefighting personnel are informed and trained on appropriate use of frequencies and the serious consequences of misuse.
 
Please communicate and distribute this correspondence widely to ensure safe and effective operations and legal/authorized use of frequencies.
 
/s/ John Segar
Chair, NMAC
 
Cc: Geographic Area Coordination Centers
Cc: IC/AC Group
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