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To:		Geographic Area Coordination Groups

From:		National Multi-Agency Coordinating Group

NMAC Correspondence #2013-09

Subject:		Inspection of Contract Equipment           	

The National Multi-Agency Coordinating Group (NMAC) recognizes that during periods of heightened fire activity, there is a desire to rapidly deploy resources and maximize firefighting capability.  The legitimate desire to deploy resources must not cause us to compromise our obligation to conduct thorough equipment inspections.  These inspections are critical to the safety of our personnel and the public, and the efficiency of our operations.  

NMAC requests all GAs take the following actions:
· Ensure that all contract equipment inspections are thorough and that the equipment meets all specifications detailed in the contract.  This includes ensuring that:
· Equipment and operators meet all State and Federal regulations for legal operation of the equipment;
· A thorough mechanical inspection using the Vehicle/Heavy Equipment Safety Inspection Checklist or other appropriate form is completed;
· Equipment required by the contract is on the vehicle; and
· Personnel possess the required fireline qualifications (if applicable).
· Ensure that equipment is inspected prior to each individual fire assignment;
· Ensure that operational assignments are commensurate with equipment and personnel capabilities.

This issue warrants the immediate attention and due diligence of agency administrators, incident management teams, and fire management personnel for the duration of the fire season.  Please communicate and distribute this correspondence as widely as possible.



/s/ John Segar
Chair, NMAC 

Cc: Geographic Area Coordination Centers
Cc: IC/AC Group
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