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To:		Geographic Area Coordination Group Chairs

From:		National Multi-Agency Coordinating Group

NMAC Correspondence #2014-5

Subject:		2014 Interagency Themes and Supplemental Questions and Answers

From the first-year firefighter to senior-level executives, the wildland fire management story is one that we all need to tell.  Whether we are telling our story in our communities, in our homes, at work, or when responding to media requests, speaking with one voice – and one message – is a critical component of our collective success. 

For a number of years, the External Affairs group based at the National Interagency Fire Center developed and distributed annual fire themes in advance of the western fire season.  Over the years these high-level themes have revolved around five key topics: safety, teamwork, wildland fire response, fire adapted communities, and fuels / fire behavior.  In 2014, the focus remains the same. However, as a result of feedback received from the field in regards to the most common questions received, this year, the themes are supported by supplemental questions and answers. 

NMAC representatives use the themes routinely and we encourage all staff, whether primary firefighters, or support staff, to do the same.  They are available on the web at http://www.nifc.gov/PIO_bb/messages.html.  Many of our respective agencies endorse these themes and supplement the information further with agency- or topic-specific messages.   

Again, the NIFC season themes are only a conversational guide; they are not intended to be a script.  Customize your message to your respective situation and organization.  And remember, the most important story we all need to tell is that of firefighter and public safety.  It will always be the number one theme, and our highest priority.




/s/ John Segar
Chair, NMAC 

cc:	NMAC members
	NIFC EA members
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