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To:  		Geographic Area Coordinating Group Chairs

From:		National Multi Agency Coordinating Group

Subject:	Chainsaw Operations, Fuel Handling, and Safety


Please share this message with all firefighters.

Recently, several accidents and near misses involving leakage of chainsaw fuel, vapor lock/ tank pressurization, and fuel spray have occurred.

Firefighters should remember that fuel leakage, vapor lock/tank pressurization, and potential fuel spray can occur at any time when utilizing chainsaws.  Fuel can become pressurized in any container that does not automatically vent pressure and can spray out whenever the pressure is released rapidly.  For firefighters working near ignition sources, having fuel on your clothing or skin presents a significant hazard.  Personal Protective Equipment, even flame-resistant clothing, does not provide protection when fuel-soaked PPE ignites.

The National Interagency Fire Center has produced a short safety video to provide information on preventing fuel leakage, identification of potential vapor lock/tank pressurization, mitigation measures for vapor lock/tank pressurization, and reporting procedures for future occurrences.

Recommendations 

· Assume all gas powered equipment and fuel transport containers are pressurized!  Treat them accordingly when opening, especially when near any potential ignition source.

· Chainsaw operators should review reports associated with recent incidents (Rock Ridge Accident Investigation, Dry Creek Near Miss, Willow Peak Fire Burn Injury Rapid Lesson Sharing and others) to learn how to avoid similar occurrences.  Visit http://www.wildfirelessons.net/home 

· All chainsaw operators should view the chainsaw and fuel safety video available on the NIFC YouTube channel at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RG9l7YkBSOg .  This video may be viewed on portable electronic devices and computers.

· This video should be incorporated into existing training and briefings, such as Annual Fireline Safety Refresher Training, tailgate safety sessions, Six Minutes for Safety, and other operational/safety briefings.

· Firefighters should report future occurrences of vapor lock/tank pressurization, fuel spray, and fuel leakage through the Safenet System – even if no one is injured!  Specific information (make/model/serial number of chainsaw, ambient air temperature, elevation, and fuel used) should be included in Safenet submissions so that further evaluation of potential safety issues can occur.

Thank you for your continued focus on firefighter safety during the 2015 fire season.  Please contact your agency, unit, or incident safety officer if you have any questions.


 
/s/ Aitor Bidaburu
NMAC Chair
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