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To: 	Geographic Area Coordination Groups 
From: 	National Multi Agency Coordination Group
Subject: Proficiency Emergency Medical Short-Haul for Exclusive Use Crews When Assigned

NMAC Correspondence #2015-3                                                                                               
 
With the increased establishment of Exclusive Use Emergency Medical Short-Haul Helicopter contracts nationally, questions have risen regarding the scheduling and funding of proficiency operations during fire assignments.  Short-haul resources are a critical emergency medical extraction resource and must maintain their proficiency and readiness at all times.
 
Normally proficiency is an agency responsibility, but DOI and USFS have agreed to the following common proficiency guidance for Short-haul resources assigned to incidents:
 
Proficiency operations will be allowed on DOI and USFS fires in accordance with the requirements in the Forest Service Emergency Medical Short-haul Operations Plan or the Department of Interior Helicopter Short-haul Handbook.

· Incident commanders will determine an acceptable time and location to meet proficiency schedules.
· Costs associated with proficiency operations will be the responsibility of the agency contracting the helicopter.
 
Questions or concerns regarding this issue should be directed to the national aviation office of the appropriate agency.
 
 
/s/ Aitor Bidaburu Chair, NMAC
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