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NMAC Correspondence #2015-7							June 23, 2015
To:	Geographic Area Coordination Groups 

From:	National Multi Agency Coordination Group

Subject:		Managing Wildfire in Support of the Department of the Interior Secretary’s 
		Order 3336 – Rangeland Fire Prevention, Management, and Restoration


On January 5, 2015 the Secretary of the Department of the Interior (DOI) issued Order 3336 identifying Sage-grouse habitat as a critical factor in managing wildfire.  DOI and Department of Agriculture (USDA) leadership subsequently issued joint 2015 Direction to Wildland Fire Leadership. The NMAC recognizes the importance of communicating how the Order and direction from the Secretaries will affect the direction, allocation, and reallocation of resources among the affected Geographic Areas (GAs) while meeting the mission of NMAC.
The national priority setting below communicates NMAC leaders’ intent to the GAs relative to the Order and the joint statement.
The single, overriding priority in all actions is the protection of human life – both that of firefighters and the public. National priorities and drawdown plans will consider the following criteria:  
· Maintain GA initial attack capability.
· Protect communities and community infrastructure, other property and improvements and natural and cultural resources.  This includes preserving high quality Sage-grouse habitat as a critical natural resource and fire priority.
· Strategic risk management; managing costs without compromising safety.

NMAC processes exist to evaluate values at risk, prioritize, and direct allocation of firefighting resources to GAs.  Management of Sage-grouse habitat is a natural resource value at risk and a critical element in these processes.  In every case, it is the intent of NMAC to anticipate and identify future wildfire management resource requirements, and allocate to GAs accordingly.  
In order to meet the reporting integrity and consistent accountability of the Order, NMAC recommends that the following guidelines be utilized within the ICS-209 program when greater Sage-grouse habitat is burned or threatened, and identified on the enclosed map.  
1.	In Block 30, “Damage Assessment Information,” document greater sage-grouse habitat burned in the text box. This is no different than summarizing damage and/or restriction of use/availability to residential/commercial property, natural resources, critical infrastructure and key resources, and so forth. It should be worded: Sage-grouse habitat burned (note the hyphen).

2.	In Block 38, "Current Incident Threat Summary and Risk Information in the 12-24-48-72 hour time frames and beyond,” it is very important to described greater sage-grouse habitat threatened within the summary/narrative section. This is no different than describing significant threats to communities, critical infrastructure, natural and cultural resources such as timber, wildlife habitat, watershed, agricultural areas, endangered species, historical resources, or other valuable resources. It should be worded: Sage-grouse habitat threatened (note the hyphen).
This enables the National Interagency Coordination Center (NICC) intelligence group to query the ICS-209 records for these key words, such that if it is entered anywhere in the ICS-209, it feeds into the narrative portions in the Incident Management Situation Report (IMSR).
For additional information regarding data entry in the ICS-209 visit the “Intelligence” page of the NICC web site: http://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/intelligence/intelligence.htm
For additional information regarding Department of the Interior Secretary’s Order 3336 – please visit the website:  http://www.forestsandrangelands.gov/rangeland/index.shtml

/s/ Aitor Bidaburu
Chair, NMAC

Enclosures: 
· MEMO_2015026_a1; Map of “West-Wide Greater Sage-grouse Priority Habitat Management Areas and General Habitat Management Areas and Fire Perimeters- May 2015” (http://www.nifc.gov/fireandsagegrouse/maps.html )
· Memorandum - Joint DOI/USDA 2015 Direction to Wildland Fire Leadership
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