GLOSSARY OF NEWS MEDIA TERMS

· Appropriate Management Response - Specific actions taken in response to a wildland fire to implement protection and fire use objectives.

· Assignment Editor - in television news, the person who decides what stories will be covered and assigns stories to reporters.
· B-roll – video package made up of shots directly and/or indirectly relating to the subject at hand that can be used as supplemental cutaway material for an edited/live broadcast of that subject. Often provided to broadcast news organizations for use in news coverage. Examples may include footage of fires or prevention, eduction, and mitigation activities.
· Beat - a reporter’s regular assignment, such as the police beat or fire beat.

· Breaking News - unplanned, spontaneous news events, such as wildfires, as opposed to scheduled events like City Council meetings.

· Deadline - the time at which a story must be ready or after which material will no longer be accepted for publication or broadcast.

· Editor - the person responsible for determining what stories will appear in a newspaper. A Managing Editor is responsible for overall operations while a City Editor determines local coverage and gives reporters assignments. Feature Editors, Photo Editors, and Sports Editors determine the stories that will appear in their sections.

· Feature - a story providing an in-depth look at news other than hard or breaking news, or a lighter look at the news.

· Five W’s and H - who, what, where, when, why and how---the major questions answered in a news story.

· Follow-up - a story that adds information to a story previously broadcast or published.

· Hard News - the serious and immediate news of the day as opposed to feature stories and stories that can wait.

· Handout - a written statement, a set of statistics, or graphics prepared for distribution to the news media.

· News Director - the manager in charge of a radio or television news department.

· Off-The-Record - information provided to a reporter that is meant for background and not for publication. It is a good policy to never assume anything is off the record. If you say it, expect to hear it on the air or see it in print.

· Producer - in television news, the person who puts together the newscast and decides where a story will be placed.

· Sidebar - a story on the same topic that runs the same day and right next to the main story. The sidebar may have a narrower focus or more detail on a single aspect of the main story.

· Soundbite - the broadcast version of a quote. Usually consists of a very short statement or message.

· Standup - a reporter telling a small part of the story on camera in the field as a part of a package.

· Talking Head - a videotape recording of a close-up shot of someone talking.

· Voice-over - a television story where the news anchor in the studio reads a script over videotape.

· Wire Story - a news story that appears on a wire service.

· Wraparound - a radio story where the reporter’s voice is recorded on audiotape around a soundbite. Similar to a television news “package.”
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