 

 

    For Immediate Release
 







    
 

     
Prepare now: Save Your Home From Fire Later

 

Across the West this year many families have lost their homes to wildfire.  Experienced fire observers have determined that your home has a greater chance of surviving a wildfire if you complete some basics steps around your home to create defensible space.

 

A good first step is to prioritize your projects by determining the most likely direction a fire would spread toward your home.  Think of this direction as the “hot” side of your house and work on this side first.

 

· Homes located on steeper hillsides are at greater risk, because a fire will burn faster and hotter as it travels uphill.  The downhill facing side of the home is the “hot” side.  Up to twice the normal 30 foot clearance is recommended.

· Homes located in mountain valleys are often exposed to winds from the same direction.  The windward side is your home’s “hot” side for priority in your plans.

· Injured or diseased trees may die, and increase their flammability, creating another “hot” side.  These trees should be considered for immediate removal, or transformed into a wildlife tree by removing the top branches.

 

Starting your actions on the “hot” side of your home makes good sense if you live in areas prone to wildfire.  Consider these activities and take the time to create defensible space for your home. 

 

For more information contact your local fire department.
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