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INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SITUATION REPORT
MONDAY, AUGUST 12, 2002 0530 MDT
NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS LEVEL 5

CURRENT SITUATION:

Initial attack activity was moderate in the Southern California Area and light elsewhere. Nationally,
167 new fires were reported. Five of these became large fires, two in the Southern California Area
and one each in the Rocky Mountain, Eastern Great Basin and Northwest Areas. Three large fires
were contained, two in the Southern California Area and one in the Eastern Great Basin Area.
Very high to extreme fire indices were reported in Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas,
Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Washington
and Wyoming.

NORTHWEST AREA LARGE FIRES:

Priorities are being established by the Northwest Multi-Agency Coordinating Group based on
information submitted via Wildland Fire Situation Analysis reports and Incident Status Summary
(ICS-209) forms. An Area Command Team (Mann) is assigned to manage large fires in southwest
Oregon and northern California.

BISCUIT, Siskiyou and Six Rivers National Forests. A Unified Command between three Type 1
Incident Management Teams (Lohrey, Martin, Bennett), a Type 2 Incident Management Team
(Bright), and the Oregon Department of Forestry (Sifford, Spichart, Oman) is in place. Two Type 1
Incident Management Teams (Bateman and Frye) have been ordered. The fire is burning on both
sides of the California-Oregon border, 26 miles southwest of Grants Pass, OR. Active fire behavior
was observed on the northwest, west and east flanks in mixed conifer forest and brush. Crews
successfully suppressed several spot fires and a slopover. Personnel are constructing indirect and
direct attack fireline, burning out and patrolling. The lllinois River Valley remains under an
evacuation advisory; structure protection is in place. Cave Junction, Kerby, Selma, Agness,
Gardner Ranch and McCaleb Ranch are threatened.

TILLER COMPLEX, Umpqua National Forest. A Type 1 Incident Management Team (Hart) and
US Army Task Force Destroyer (1 Battalion, 5" Field Artillery Regiment) commanded by Lt. Col.
David R. Byrn Sr., at Ft. Riley, KS are assigned. This complex, consisting of eight large and
numerous small fires, is on the Tiller Ranger District and in the Rogue-Umpqua Divide Wilderness
Area, 25 miles east of Canyonville, OR. Active fire behavior with increased spotting, torching and
running was observed in grass, brush and timber. Heavy fuel loading and very steep, inaccessible
terrain are hampering containment efforts. Crews are building indirect and direct attack fireline and
burning out where appropriate. Structure protection is in place in Ash Valley. The Tallow, Red
Mountain West, Gemstone, 2040, Quarter, Rendezvous, 2035, 2018-A and Bloomer fires have
been contained.

HEMLOCK, Willamette National Forest. A Type 2 Incident Management Team (Gardner) is
assigned. This fire is one half mile north of West Fir, OR. Observed fire behavior included



torching, short runs and short range spotting in timber and brush. Crews made good progress
constructing fireline on all divisions and have initiated mop-up.

DEER POINT, Wenatchee National Forest. This fire is burning seven miles northwest of Chelan,
WA in sagebrush, ponderosa pine and lodgepole pine. No new information was reported.

MONUMENT-MALHEUR COMPLEX, Malheur National Forest. A Type 2 Incident Management
Team (Morcom) is assigned. A Type 2 Incident Management Team (Swope) has been ordered.
This complex is southwest of Unity, OR. Minimal fire activity was observed in mixed conifer forest,
ponderosa pine and sagebrush. Crews are mopping up, rehabilitating firelines and patrolling.

BALD GREEN BUTTE, Burns Interagency Fire Zone. This fire is 17 miles west-northwest of
Burns, OR. Active fire behavior with torching and running was observed in ponderosa pine,
mountain mahogany, sagebrush and grass. Crews and dozers are constructing fireline with
support from aerial resources.

% EST | TOTL STRC | $3$$
INCIDENT NAME ST | UNIT | SIZE CTN CTN | PERS |CRW | ENG | HELI [ LOST | CTD
BISCUIT OR | SIF | 376,492 25( 8/30 6,108| 168 239 53 12| 48.8M
TILLER COMPLEX OR | UPF 42,490 36| UNK 1,917 63 48 13 0| 15.8M
HEMLOCK OR | WIF 136 60| 8/14 511 15 7 4 0O 1.3M
DEER POINT WA | WEF 40,665 75| UNK 246 2 17 1 9| 15.6M
MONUMENT-MALHEUR
COMPLEX OR | MAF 43,605 95| 8/17 546 15 22 3 0| 28.6M
BALD GREEN BUTTE OR | BFZ 100 0 UNK 64 1 11 1 0| 43K

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA LARGE FIRES:

MCNALLY, Sequoia National Forest. A Type 1 Incident Management Team (Studebaker) is
assigned. This fire is burning in heavy brush and mixed conifer forest, nine miles north of Kernville,
CA. The fire continues to spread into the Inyo National Forest and the Golden Trout Wilderness
Area. A significant crown run was observed in the Nine Mile Creek drainage. Crews are
constructing direct and indirect attack fireline and burning out on the east, northwest and west
flanks with support from aerial resources. Eight historic cabins were confirmed lost.

PINES, San Diego Unit, California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CDF). A CDF Type
1 Incident Command Team (Ristow) is assigned. This fire is burning one half mile southeast of
Julian, CA. Minimal fire behavior was observed in chaparral and bug kill timber. Crews are
mopping up, patrolling and rehabilitating firelines.

BRYANT, Riverside Unit, California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. This fire is four
miles northwest of Beaumont, CA. Extreme fire behavior with flame lengths exceeding 200 feet
and spotting up to one quarter mile ahead of the front was observed in scrub oak, chaparral and
chamise. Crews are constructing indirect and direct attack fireline. A voluntary evacuation is in
place for Cherry Valley; structure protection is in place. One residence was lost during the initial
phase of the fire.



PASS, Riverside Unit, California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. This fire is two miles
north of Banning, CA. Crews are constructing fireline and mopping up. Numerous residences are
threatened; structure protection is in place.

% EST | TOTL STRC | $3$$
INCIDENT NAME ST | UNIT SIZE CTN | CTN | PERS |CRW|ENG | HEL [LOST | CTD
MCNALLY CA | SQF 127,948 70| UNK 1,441 43 46 12 9 28M
PINES CA | MVU 61,688 90| 8/12 2,037 60 74 12 153 21M
BRYANT CA | RRU 500 10| 8/13 606 17 63 6 1 NR
PASS CA | RRU 100 60( 8/12 218 8 14 6 0 NR
PEAK CA | CNF 296 100 5 0 1 0 0 NR
FT. HUNTER LIGGETT
ASSIST #2 CA | BEU 1,400 100 10 0 3 0 0 NR

CNF = Cleveland National Forest
BEU = San Benito-Monterey Unit, California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

ROCKY MOUNTAIN AREA LARGE FIRES:

VENGENCE, Rock Springs Field Office, Bureau of Land Management. This fire is burning 19
miles south of Rock Springs, CO in pinyon pine, juniper and sagebrush. Heavy initial attack is
underway.

VULCAN, Gunnison Field Office, Bureau of Land Management. This fire is 13 miles south of
Gunnison, CO. Moderate fire activity was observed in Douglas fir, aspen, sagebrush and grass.
Engine crews completed a burn out and successfully suppressed a slopover.

% EST | TOTL STRC | $$%

INCIDENT NAME ST | UNIT SIZE CTN | CTN | PERS |CRW | ENG | HELI | LOST | CTD
VENGENCE WY | RSD 200 0 UNK 45 1 7 0 0 NR
VULCAN CO | GND 165 90| 8/12 30 0 3 0 0 NR

ALASKA AREA LARGE FIRES:

Priorities are being established by the Alaska Multi-Agency Coordinating Group based on
information submitted via Wildland Fire Situation Analysis reports and Incident Status Summary
(1ICS-209) forms.

KETCHEM CREEK, Upper Yukon Zone, Bureau of Land Management. A Type 2 Incident
Management Team (McKnight) is assigned. This fire is four miles northeast of Circle Hot Springs,
AK. Higher relative humidity minimized fire activity in black spruce and hardwood forest. Crews
made good progress mopping up the south, southwest and northwest flanks.

GESKAKMINA LAKE, Tanana Zone, Bureau of Land Management. A Type 2 Incident
Management Team (Wilcock) is assigned. This fire is 70 miles west of Fairbanks, AK. Observed
fire behavior included creeping, smouldering and torching in black spruce, muskeg and hardwood
forest. Crews are mopping up around structures along the Kantishna River and at West Twin
Lake, Kindanina Lake and Mucha Lake.



NORTH FORK, Southwest Area Forestry, Alaska Division of Forestry. This fire is two miles north-
northwest of Medfra, AK. Creeping and smouldering fire behavior was observed in black spruce,
tussock tundra and hardwood forest. Crews are mopping up the southwest flank.

REINDEER, Southwest Area Forestry, Alaska Division of Forestry. This fire is 29 miles northeast
of Holycross, AK. Active fire behavior was observed on the south flank in black spruce, tussock
tundra and hardwood forest. Crews are providing structure protection on the southwest flank.

KOCACHO #2, Upper Yukon Zone, Bureau of Land Management. This fire is burning 20 miles
northeast of Venetie, AK in black spruce and tussock tundra. Precipitation limited fire behavior to
smouldering and creeping. This will be the last report unless significant activity occurs.

% EST | TOTL STRC | $3$$

INCIDENT NAME ST | UNIT SIZE CTN | CTN | PERS |CRW | ENG | HELI | LOST | CTD
KETCHEM CREEK AK | UYD 5,255 73| 8/15 118 4 1 2 0 1M
GESKAKMINA LAKE AK | TAD 257,549 0 UNK 87 2 0 3 0| 710K
NORTH FORK AK | SWS 29,626 50| UNK 57 2 0 1 0| 827K
REINDEER AK | SWS | 157,000 0 UNK 41 2 0 1 0| 105K
KOCACHO #2 AK [ UYD 24,500 0 UNK 23 1 0 0 0 NR

EASTERN GREAT BASIN AREA LARGE FIRES:

SEQUOIA, Dixie National Forest. This fire is 26 miles southwest of Cedar City, UT. An upslope
run was observed in mixed conifer forest and brush as the fire moved east-northeast. Crews are
constructing indirect attack fireline and holding.

% EST | TOTL STRC | $%$$

INCIDENT NAME ST | UNIT SIZE CTN | CTN | PERS |CRW | ENG | HELI [ LOST | CTD
SEQUOIA UT | DIF 8,172 97| UNK 92 3 1 2 0| 2.5M
TABBY UT | SLD 650 100 6 0 2 0 0| 20K

SLD = Salt Lake Field Office, Bureau of Land Management



OUTLOOK:

***A FIRE WEATHER WATCH HAS BEEN ISSUED IN WESTERN OREGON AND PORTIONS
OF THE WASHINGTON CASCADES FOR GUSTY EAST WINDS AND LOW RELATIVE
HUMIDITY***

Strong high pressure building into the Northwest Area will bring sunny skies. High temperatures
will be in the 60’s and 70’s near the coast, near 100 in the valleys of southwestern Oregon, and in
the 80’s and 90’s inland. Minimum relative humidity will be in the single digits east of the Cascade
Mountains and 10 to 25 percent elsewhere. Winds will be northwest to northeast at 10 to 15 mph
with gusty northeast to east winds in the Coast Range and in the Cascade Mountains.

The Southern California Area can expect sunny skies. High temperatures will be in the 80’s and
90’s near the coast, in the 80’s to 105 in the mountains, 100 to 108 in the inland valleys, and 103 to
115 in the deserts. Minimum relative humidity will range from 5 to 18 percent in the mountains,
inland valleys and deserts, 15 to 25 percent in the coastal valleys, and above 40 along the coast.
Winds will be southwest to northwest at 5 to 15 mph in the mountains, onshore at 6 to 12 mph
along the coast, and south to west at 7 to 15 mph in the deserts.

The Rocky Mountain Area can expect partly to mostly sunny skies with a chance of isolated
showers in Wyoming, western South Dakota, and northeastern Colorado. High temperatures will
be 85 to 90 in southwestern Colorado, 58 to 75 in the mountains, and in the 60’'s and 70’s
elsewhere. Minimum relative humidity will range from 8 to 16 percent in southwestern Colorado
and 20 to 45 percent in the remainder of the area. Winds will be northwest to northeast at 8 to 22
mph.

A low pressure system moving south-southeast across the Alaska Area will bring mostly cloudy
skies with scattered to heavy showers. High temperatures will be mid 50’s to low 60’s and
minimum relative humidity will be above 50 percent. Winds will be variable at 5 to 15 mph north of
the Alaska Range and south at 10 to 15 mph elsewhere.

The Eastern Great Basin Area can expect mostly sunny skies with dry thunderstorms over western
Wyoming. High temperatures will be mid 80’s to 105 at lower elevations and mid 60’s to mid 80’s
in the mountains. Minimum relative humidity will range from 5 to 15 percent in the valleys and 12
to 30 percent in the mountains. Winds will be west to southwest at 10 to 20 mph in Utah and
northwest at 15 to 25 mph in Idaho and Wyoming.
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EXTREME FIRE BEHAVIOR

Extreme fire behavior has always been present in cases of shelter deployment. It is critical for
firefighters to maintain situational awareness of live and dead fuel moisture conditions as well as
predicted and current weather conditions. As fire behavior changes, it is critical to act decisively
to the changing situation.

Discuss the following indicators of extreme fire behavior:

Relative humidity less than 15%

1-hour fuel moisture less than 5%

Trees crowning inside the fireline

Smoldering fires that exist in the early part of the day are beqinning to burn very actively
as the day progresses.

Approaching thunderheads with dark clouds beneath

Presence of dust devils indicating an unstable atmosphere

Increased spotting

Sudden calm

High clouds moving fast in direction different from surface wind

Predicted Haines Index of 5 and 6 in those areas where this level is a good indicator of
atmospheric instability




FIRES AND ACRES YESTERDAY:

AREA BIA BLM FWS NPS ST/OT USFS TOTAL
FIRES 0 0 0 0

ALASKA ACRES 300 2,500 4,650 7.450
FIRES 4 7 11

NORTHWEST |ACRES 5 46,894 46,899
FIRES 17 ) 22

NORTHERN

CALIFORNIA |ACRES 78 1 79
FIRES 2 1 0 38 7 48

SOUTHERN [~

CALIFORNIA  |ACRES 11 0 6 1712 11,018 12,747
FIRES 1 1 4 5 11

NORTHERN [

ROCKIES ACRES 0 60 0 2 62
FIRES 3 10 13

EASTERN -

GREAT BASIN |ACRES 658 76 734
FIRES 0

WESTERN =

GREAT BASIN |ACRES Q
FIRES 1 4

SOUTHWEST |ACRES 0 1 1|
FIRES 1 6 z

ROCKY

MOUNTAIN ACRES 231 1 232
FIRES 32 32

EASTERN ACRES 1,123 1,123
FIRES 16 3 19

SOUTHERN ACRES 48 3 51
FIRES 3 6 0 1 111 46 167

TOTAL ACRES 11 1,189 2.500 66 7.616 57,996 69,378




FIRES AND ACRES YEAR-TO-DATE:

|AREA BIA | BLM FWS NPS ST/OT USFS TOTAL
FIRES 30 30 9 446 16 531
ALASKA ACRES 274,763| 218611| 112.483| 1,256,400 16 1,862,273
FIRES 215 191 29 24 999 859 2,317
NORTHWEST |ACRES 16,904| 136,915 1,879 12 87,786| 585,866 829,362
FIRES 168 17 5 13 1,718 528 2,449
NORTHERN S = = = == S =
CALIFORNIA |ACRES 241 6,864 818 3,665 9,325 28,903 49,816
FIRES 67 66 1 23 2,189 544 2,907
SOUTHERN B — — = = — —
CALIFORNIA |ACRES 8,441 25,754 86 735 46,212 164,247 245 475
FIRE 864 41 2 36 325 525 1,820
NORTHERN — - - — ———
ROCKIES ACRES 13,094 10,319 2,127 9,211 21,916 8,933 65,600
FIRES 60 446 8 27 391 657 1,589
EASTERN — —_— —_—
GREAT BASIN |ACRES 5,301 66,350 100 25 103,603| 132,804 308,183
FIRES 10 376 2 10 82 126 606
WESTERN
GREAT BASIN |ACRES 316 36,284 80 6 180 42,218 79,084
FIRES 1,067 267 23 54 1,113 1,316 3,840
SOUTHWEST |ACRES | 263,365 21,532 5,621 15,987 197,346| 435,700 939,551
FIRES 327 390 34 60 856 560 2,227
ROCKY — rAr448
MOUNTAIN ACRES 52,289 41,822 2.648 9,116 140,027| 242,416 488,318
FIRES 762 19 29 9.048 319 10,177
EASTERN ACRES 31,956 1,22 581 56,703 3,350 93,815
FIRES 97 184 41 26,568 762 27,652
SOUTHERN ACRE 17,071 146,996 4,775 266,673 25,019 460,534
FIRES 3,637 1,824 381 326 43,735 6,212 56,115
TOTALS ACRES | 408978| 620603 380191| 156,596| 2,186,171 1,669,472 5,422,011
TEN YEAR AVERAGE FIRES 57,960
TEN YEAR AVERAGE ACRES 2,470,261

*** Changes in some agency YTD acres reflect more accurate mapping or reporting adjustments. ***




PRESCRIBED FIRES AND ACRES YESTERDAY:

AREA BIA BLM FWS NPS ST/OT USES TOTAL
FIRES 0

ALASKA ACRES 0
FIRES 0

NORTHWEST ACRES 0
FIRES 0

NORTHERN -

CALIFORNIA ACRES 0
FIRES 0

SOUTHERN

CALIFORNIA ACRES 0
FIRES 0

NORTHERN -

ROCKIES ACRES 0
FIRES 0

EASTERN

GREAT BASIN | ACRES Q
FIRES 0

WESTERN

GREAT BASIN | ACRES 0
FIRES 0

SOUTHWEST | ACRES 0
FIRES 0

ROCKY

MOUNTAIN ACRES Q
FIRES 0

EASTERN ACRES 0
FIRES 1 1]

SOUTHERN ACRES 3,000 3,000
| FIRES 0 0 0 1 0 0 1]

TOTAL ACRES 0 0 0 3,000 0 0 3,000




PRESCRIBED FIRES AND ACRES YEAR-TO-DATE:

AREA BIA BLM FWS NPS ST/OT USFS TOTAL

FIRES 1 1

ALASKA ACRES 1,085 1,085
FIRES 22 103 30 10 6 256 427

NORTHWEST | ACRES 6,145 | 9,238 2,691 254 292 40,010 58,630
FIRES 7 14 10 11 86 128

NORTHERN .

CALIFORNIA ACRES 163 | 1,269 19,894 231 9,943 31,500
FIRES 1 2 6 7 97 113

SOUTHERN . =

CALIFORNIA ACRES 70 24 286 671 17,226 18,277
FIRES 9 11 103 2 44 289 458

NORTHERN

ROCKIES ACRES 725 | 1,765 15,578 108 4,478 19,155 41,809
FIRES 1 19 2 8 8 23 61

EASTERN

GREAT BASIN | ACRES 7| 4,345 445 2,422 279 47,755 55,253
FIRES 5 5

WESTERN .

GREAT BASIN | ACRES 172 172
FIRES 4 13 10 128 155

SOUTHWEST ACRES 90 | 17,250 4722 12,750 34,812 |
FIRES 8 17 110 8 21 28 192

ROCKY —— - — = =

MOUNTAIN ACRES 516 | 2,949 15,352 2,290 2,170 11,287 34,564
FIRES 21 281 8 495 143 948

EASTERN ACRES 8,709 42,886 437 62,116 20,866 135,014
FIRES 59 237 80 17,297 864 18,537

SOUTHERN ACRES 10,951 109,574 88,053 833,249 691,470 1,733,297
FIRES 132 179 790 134 17,871 1,919 21,025

TOTAL ACRES | 27376 | 36840 | 212513 94,466 902,584 870,634 2,144,413 |

*** Changes in some agency YTD acres reflect more accurate mapping or reporting adjustments. ***




WILDLAND FIRE USE (WFU) FIRES AND ACRES YEAR-TO-DATE:

AREA BIA BLM FWS NPS ST/OT USFS TOTAL
FIRES 0

ALASKA ACRES 0
FIRES 2 2 |

NORTHWEST ACRES 1 1
FIRES 0

NORTHERN .

CALIFORNIA | ACRES Q
FIRES 15 4 19

SOUTHERN -

CALIFORNIA | ACRES 14 1 15
FIRES 5 23 28

NORTHERN -

ROCKIES ACRES 1 162 163
FIRES 2 2

EASTERN

GREAT BASIN | ACRES 50 50
FIRES 8 1 9

WESTERN -

GREAT BASIN | ACRES 851 1 852
FIRES 1 4 <]

SOUTHWEST ACRES 100 800 900
FIRES 6 1 7

ROCKY

MOUNTAIN ACRES 0 1,651 1,651
FIRES 0

EASTERN ACRES 0
FIRES 2 2 |

SOUTHERN ACRES 260 260
FIRES 0 14 0 23 0 37 74

TOTAL ACRES 0 851 0 375 0 2,666 3,892

***Changes in some agency YTD acres reflect more accurate mapping or reporting adjustments.***




CANADA FIRES AND HECTARES:

EIRES HECTARES EIRES HECTARES
PROVINCES YESTERDAY YESTERDAY YEAR-TO-DATE YEAR-TO-DATE
BRITISH COLUMBIA 0 0 1,002 7.844
YUKON TERRITORY 0 0 67 37,051
ALBERTA 0 0 1,141 539,844
NORTHWEST TERRITORY 0 0 83 10,245
SASKATCHEWAN 1 1 859 852,461
MANITOBA 2 1,305 736 85,448
ONTARIO 9 100 823 173,349
QUEBEC 6 1 533 888,607
NEWFOUNDLAND 1 0 123 35,657
NEW BRUNSWICK 0 0 208 207
NOVA SCOTIA 1 0 200 198
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 0 0 0 0
NATIONAL PARKS 1 0 68 5,249
TOTALS 21 1,407 5,843 2,636,160
RESOURCE STATUS: COMMITTED RESOURCES
CREW CREW | ENGS | ENGS HELI HELI AIRT AIRT | OVRHD | OVRHD
AREA FED ST/OT FED ST/OT FED ST/OT FED ST/OT FED ST/OT
ALASKA 23 18 1 3 920 33
NORTHWEST 108 176 147 236 7 73 1280 1133
CA-NORTH 15 11 48 23 1 9 125 68
CA-SOUTH 52 85 63 160 26 13 1 214 407
NORTHERN 4 6 2
GB-EAST 3 1 z 2 1 2 2 17 1
GB-WEST 1 1 2 1
SOUTHWEST
ROCKY MTN 9 6 31 5 4 4 36 10
EASTERN 7
SOUTHERN 19 1 3 8
TOTAL 230 298 303 434 45 107 3 0 1777 1,652

*** THE NATIONAL INTERAGENCY COORDINATION CENTER ***




