


Fire Environment Statement
Subtitle (e.g. area/conditions of concern)
Issuance Date

Subject: A brief synopsis of the condition(s) present that warrant the Fire Environment Statement (should be no more than one or two sentences).

Discussion: Detailed description of the condition(s), which may include graphics to illustrate points. Key information must be fully described in this section’s narrative; any supporting graphics can be pushed to page 2 if needed.

Difference from Normal Conditions: In specific, measurable terms, how are these condition(s) exceptional or extreme compared to normal for the time of year? It may be helpful to compare the current conditions with outcomes from prior, similar extreme fire seasons.

Concerns to Firefighters and the Public: Specific circumstances that are likely to result from the highlighted conditions. May include bullets:
· xx. 

Mitigation Measures: How firefighters and fire managers should be prepared to deal with each of the specific circumstances listed above. May include bullets:
· xx. 

Area of Concern: Detailed description of the area of concern, minimally identifying geographic area but may also include site descriptors such as elevation range, ecosystem or vegetative cover type, fuelbed characteristics, disturbance type/area, etc.

Issued By: Name of issuing unit(s), plus any higher-level collaborators (Dispatch Center, GACC, Decision Support Group, etc.).

Map of Area of Concern

Highly Recommended
Ensure it aligns with the narrative description’s “Area of Concern”
Can go on Page 2 if needed
Photos, Charts, Graphs, Tables

Recommended if clearly illustrative of key conditions
Update periodically to ensure relevance
Can go on Page 2 if needed

Protocols and tips: Remove this (italicized) guidance from the finished Fire Environment Statement.
To allow as much flexibility to the issuers as possible, only a few elements have hard requirements:
· Name of product must include “Fire Environment Statement”
· Border must be yellow/black candy stripe
· Length must not exceed 2 pages (with page 1 having the main content)
· If a related, active Fuels and Fire Behavior Advisory is put into effect, this product (if not rescinded or temporarily suspended) must acknowledge the F&FBA and not conflict with its content
This Fire Environment Statement document’s content and format can be modified as needed. However, a title of “Fuels and Fire Behavior Advisory” and red and white candy stripe border are strictly reserved for that more rigorous product. Consider the Fire Environment Statement product to exist as the antecedent, longer term, and/or more general notification that precedes the issuance of a Fuels and Fire Behavior Advisory (if at all). The Fire Environment Statement is appropriate when fuels or other fire environment concerns exist, but those concerns are not yet coupled with actual fire activity (ignitions and/or fire behavior) or a high probability and imminent likelihood that such activity will arise. A Fire Environment Statement is appropriate when long-term hazards exist, such as excessive fuels concentrations from overly productive growing seasons or damage from storms; extensive areas of vegetation mortality due to insects or disease; long-term drought and related vegetative stress; proliferation of non-native fire-prone species; etc. A Fire Environment Statement document can be kept active for relatively long periods of time, so long as those heightened conditions and concerns remain in effect. However, the Fire Environment Statement document is not expected to be shared beyond the affected unit(s) and their associated local (third tier) Dispatch Center(s) and possibly the GACC. Once significant fire activity arises in such areas, or there is a high and imminent likelihood of such activity, then the Fire Environment Statement should be upgraded to a Fuels and Fire Behavior Advisory, which will be coordinated at the GACC level, hosted on the NICC webpage, and distributed via the national coordination system. If a Fuels and Fire Behavior Advisory is issued and fully corresponds to the same area and conditions, the Fire Environment Statement should be rescinded or temporarily suspended to minimize confusion between the products. If there are still-valid areas/conditions covered in the Fire Environment Statement but not promoted to a Fuels and Fire Behavior Advisory (perhaps due to a lowered risk of ignitions in those remaining areas), the Fire Environment Statement can remain in effect too, but should be updated to mention (and link to) the active Fuels and Fire Behavior Advisory and remove any conflicting or potentially confusing content between the two products. 
The headings on Page 1 are suggestions – they can be modified as needed to best describe the concerns warranting a Fire Environment Statement. It is highly recommended to include a map of the affected area, plus charts/graphs/tables that clearly illustrate the anomalous condition (vs normal and/or in comparison with historically similar conditions and their outcomes), and pictures that illustrate the concerns. All essential narrative information should be constrained to just the first page, but a second page can be used if needed for the maps and other images. Consider including links to external references. If possible, indicate the time frame that the Fire Environment Statement is expected to be in effect and the criteria/schedule for issuing updates to ensure the information is validated and pertinent.
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