
ALL OPERATING IN THE SAME AIRSPACE: SFC TO 400' AGL

 Fire Retardant Drops        

 Water Dropping        

 Varies With Terrain and Aircraft

 Water Dropping 

 Crew Transport / Drop Off

       Hoist Operations SFC
(GROUND)

 Drone as First Responder (DFR) 

 Scene Assessment 

       Real-Time Situational Awareness

COORDINATE EARLY
Before the Incident

Include DFR
Operators, Utilities,

Dispatch, and
Aviation

Stakeholders

Participate in
preseason and

regional aviation
safety meetings

Establish
expectations and

procedures for
DFR use near

Fire Traffic Areas

COMMUNICATE EARLY
At all times

Maintain current
DFR points of

contact

Establish prompt and continuous
communication during firefighting

operations with DFR Operators,
Dispatch, Incident Commanders, and

Aerial Supervision.

LOW ALTITUDE. HIGH RISK. ZERO ROOM FOR ERROR.

PUBLIC SAFETY AIRSPACE
SURFACE TO 400' AGL

Different Missions • Same Airspace • COORDINATION IS CRITICAL

400'
AGL

DFR DRONES

SFC TO 400' AGL

HELICOPTER OPERATIONS

500' AGL AND BELOW

AIR TANKER OPERATIONS

DROP HEIGHT 150' AGL

Ground DFR Drones Early • Maintain Awareness 

Talk Early.
Stay Informed.
Work Together.

Know what’s around you. Comply with instructions.
CONGESTED AIRSPACE
SHARED AIRSPACE. SHARED RESPONSIBILITY.

COMPLY EARLY
During the Incident

DFR operators
should cease

operations near
Fire Traffic Areas

Include DFR in
Aviation Hazard

Maps and
briefings

Ensure DFR
drones are clear
of the airspace
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